
2021 has finally arrived and it is hard to believe January is already over.   With that in mind, the USJCI 
Senate Fall board meeting of September 16th – 19th, 2021 is firmly insight.  “Air Capital of World” in 
Wichita Ks.   

The committee has been in action, working hard to have a great convention at the Holiday Inn.  Those 
senators that visited our booth in Mesa, scheduling their tours and getting a head start on registrations, 
the committee wishes to “Thank-you” for early planning. 

The Holiday Inn Wichita East I-35 at 549 South Rock Road is just a few moments from downtown 
Wichita.  Room rates are $99.00 per night plus taxes and are good 3 nights before and 3 nights after 
convention.  We have 182 rooms or 92% of the hotel blocked, however, that doesn’t mean you wait till 
the last minute to reserve your room.  Registration information is available on the USJCI Senate website 
and linked on the senate email blast.  Take the time to schedule your room and when you do please let 
me know if you have any issues.  The hotel management has been super awesome in working with us. 

If you are flying, Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport is the airport you want to arrive at.  The airport 
is 11 miles from the Holiday Inn.  Travel time depending on traffic is normally 15 minutes.  The Holiday 
Inn does offer free airport shuttle to and from the hotel.  When reserving your room, please let the 
hotel know so they can schedule your transportation.  The following airlines, Alaska, Allegiant, 
American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest, United Airlines fly into Dwight D Eisenhower.  

Activities start on Tuesday evening for those arriving in advance.  We are planning on a dinner at a local 
airfield, where once you are seated, the runway is just outside the windows of the seating area.  You will 
be able to see planes land and takeoff within feet of you.  The food is quite delicious as well. 

Wednesday is State Fair day.  You will be able to walk the grounds of the Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson 
Ks and see why hundreds of thousands of Kansans come to see attractions, animals, exhibits and events 
being displayed.  After a day of visiting the fairgrounds, it will be time to visit one of those local 
breweries to cool down and enjoy the ambience with friends.   Old Town in Wichita awaits you upon 
your return from touring the State Fair in Hutchinson.   

Thursday, we have several tours planned of which this next tour is back in Hutchinson.  Stratica Salt 
mine and the Kansas Cosmosphere is a major attraction.  You will have the chance to go underground in 
a salt mine 600 feet and see where Hollywood stores all their motion pictures film and costumes.  Once 
you come back to the surface your journey will take you to the Kansas Cosmosphere.  Enjoy a trip back 
in time to the 1930s lab of Dr. Robert Goddard, the father of modern rocketry. This interactive show— 
packed with some explosive surprises— uses live demonstrations to take visitors on a journey through 
the history of rockets. Viewers are warned not to try these experiments at home.  Travel through time 
and space featuring the largest combined collection of U.S. and Russian space artifacts in the world and 
telling the comprehensive story of mankind’s race to space unlike anywhere else on Earth.  In addition, 
you will be able to see the Flown Apollo 13 command module, Odyssey.  If you are planning to go, please 
sign up early.  Space could be limited, especially due to these popular attractions.  

Perhaps a visit to see the Kansas Aviation Museum in Wichita.  That tour is scheduled for Thursday and 
Friday.  There you will be able to look closely at a 1921 Laird Swallow, 1931 Stearman model 4D, Watkins 
1930 Skylark and if that doesn’t get you excited, then walk up to the control tower and have a 360-
degree view from one of the highest points in Wichita.  This was the original airfield in Wichita. The 



aviation Hall of Fame is truly a who’s who of men and women who have left their mark on aviation in 
Kansas and all over the world.  It is my understanding new exhibits are coming to this venue and it will 
display the women of aviation.  Quite remarkable.  Afterwards a trip to the Nifty Nut house to indulge 
your favorite chocolates and nuts and a tour to see how they do it.   

Thursday evening will be early hospitality in the garden.  Yes, you will be able to enjoy outside weather 
under the big top and surrounding garden next to the fire pit.  Ah yes, Life under the stars.  Later in the 
evening, around sunset, a trip to the Keeper of the Plains, at the confluence of the joining of the 
Arkansas and Little Arkansas rivers. Watch the history shine upon those that lived off the land as it lights 
up the night sky.    

Friday evening the excitement grows as we take you to a local dinner theater.  This place is SOLD OUT 
every weekend.  For those that came to Wichita, in 2008, for a region meeting, they know how special 
this place is.  Several senators had the opportunity to be major Hollywood movie stars and singers. WE 
have made special arrangements to book the entire facility on Friday evening.  It is OPENING night of 
their fall schedule.  “Halloween the Melodrama” will be a night you will not want to miss.  The first 50 or 
so that sign up will have front row seating and in the action so to speak.  So, make sure you sign up 
quickly.  Seating is over 200 so let’s rock the place and make it a September to remember. 

Saturday afternoon, after the business meeting, a trip to OLD COWTOWN is in store.  Old Cowtown 
Museum's collections reflect aspects of life on the frontier in the late 1860s and 1870s. They include 
historic structures and their period furnishings, clothing and domestic textiles, tools and machinery, 
farming equipment and rolling stock. An archival collection of photographs, letters, and documents also 
provide primary source material for historical research. A separate study collection and reproductions 
are used by costumed history interpreters to bring this historical period to life.  Entertainment of 
cowboys, gunfights and 1870's gambling to Saloon girls, elegant Victorian dancers, or live music will 
certainly give you the feel of the OLD west. 

See the 54 historic and recreated buildings at Cowtown located along the banks of the Arkansas River 
that are open to visitors all year long. Twenty-seven of the buildings are original and have been 
relocated to the grounds from Wichita and other sites in Kansas. Relocation of these structures 
protected them from demolition and preserved them for the future.   

Plenty more to see and do, while you’re in Wichita, prior to or after the senate fall board meeting.  So, 
plan your adventure and we will see you in the “AIR CAPITAL OF THE WORLD” September 16th – 19th, 
2021. 

Rob Wiley #56033                                                                                                                                                       
Fall Board Chairman 2021 


