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HAPPY SPRING!! 

Florida JCI Senators, Senior 
Statesmen. Friendships, and 
Congresswomen this will be the 
last article that I will write for this 
Because We Still Believe Year as 
the 51st President of the Florida JCI 
Senate. What a year it has been!! 
We learned all about COVID and 
how to cope with this pandemic. 
We learned to reach out to each 
other by telephone or e-mails. We 
learned all about ZOOM meetings. 
We started receiving vaccines so 
that we could all get together 
again. We prayed for all our Senate 
friends across this country and the 
world for safety and health issues 
and for families that experienced 
the loss of so many dear friends. 
But most of all, we learned that 

Because We Still Believe in 
Jaycees and in our Creed, we can 
accomplish many things. 

Thank you for the support you all 
h a v e g i v e n m e a n d o u r 
organization called the Florida JCI 
Senate. We have created lifetime 
memories and lifetime friendships 
have been made.  

Beginning in February eleven 
Senators showed up unannounced 
at the Lake Placid Jaycee meeting 
and presented a Senatorship to 
one of their Past Presidents, Brett 
Hogan. And then at our Winter 
Conference in Cocoa Beach we 
raised money for the Marine 
Aquatic Center in Ponce Inlet and 
for our Scholarship Foundation. 
(Cont on PG 2)

Dawne Sutherland #68900 

Because We Still Believe
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PRESIDENT PET PROJECT 

 Peggy Kirby Sewell #64474 

President Sutherland’s final pet 
project is Wheelchairs 4 Kids. 
This non-profit has been around 
for 10 years. The founders 
happen to be Florida Senators 
Lonnie and Madeline Robinson. 
The purpose of this organization 
is to improve the lives of kids 
with physical disabilities by 
providing appropriately size 
w h e e l c h a i r s , a s s i s t i v e 
equipment, home and vehicle 
modifications. These items can 
be costly and out of reach for 
most families. Many times a child 
will grow out of their wheelchair 
before medicaid or insurance will 
allow a new chair. I know 
because I worked with families 
years ago to obtain funding for 
these items. The state of Florida, 
depending on what political party 
was in power, would maybe fund 
part of the cost.  

In addition to the aforementioned 
serv ices, the organizat ion 
provides some activities using 
adaptive equipment for zip lining, 
sky diving, and water skiing to 
name a few. They also attend 
Bucs Training Camps, Rays 
games and WWE events. Take 
some time to check out the 
Senate Facebook page and the 
Wheelchairs 4 Kids website to 
see what they are up to! 
www.wheelchairs4kids.org 

Despite Covid-19, the Florida 
JCI Senators stepped up and 
supported some great Pet 
P ro jec ts ; Wrea ths Ac ross 
America, Rodeheavers, The 
Marine Science Center and now 
Wheelchairs 4 Kids. You are a 
remarkable group and I know 
these organizations appreciate 
your support. As usual our 
P r e s i d e n t p i c k e d s o m e 
inspirational projects.  

Thanks for a great year!!!!  

Peggy 

(cont. from PG 1 President’s article) 

We honored our officers and program managers 
for the tasks that they have done for the Florida 
JCI Senate all year. Officer of the Quarter was 
presented to our Secretary Deb Price, Regional 
Director of the Quarter to Brad Jens of Region 4 
and Program Manager of the Quarter to Chaplain 
Melanie Fickas. Special Recognition was given 
to Jack Aydent as he became Senior Statesman 
#17 and our fairly new Senator Shawn DeVries 
was recognized as Life Member #177. And then 
we partied as Tacky Tourists. Thank you 
Administrative Vice President Cindy Brandel for 
such a fun day. 

And then it was time for the Florida JCI Senators 
to start traveling – Region VII Mini National in 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, Region V Spring Fling 
in Lima, Ohio, Region II and Region III MAI 
Spring Meeting in Wheeling, West Virginia and 
Region IV Calabash in Cocoa Beach. Our own 

Florida JCI Senate Regions 6 and 8 sponsored a 
Social at the Lake Ridge Winery. Look for 
pictures throughout this issue of Chambers for 
the fun places we have been. There are still 
events to come so please try to join us. 

And that brings us to May 20 when we will all 
start arriving in St. Augustine for the Year End 
Convention. Thursday night will be TAP Dinner, 
Friday will be the Board of Directors Meeting, 
Saturday morning wi l l be the General 
Membership meeting with our elections for the 
officers who will be serving 2021-2022 and 
Saturday evening will be a cocktail party, an 
awards banquet, and the installation of the new 
officers. Please come join us for this fun 
weekend that will celebrate all that we have 
accomplished this Because We Still Believe JCI 
Senate year.	

Dawne

Senator Shawn 
DeVries 

receiving his Life 
Member #177 

plaque and 
badge

Officers from JCI Florida came to visit 
the Tacky Tourist Party in Cocoa Beach. 
Pictured above l to r: President Dawne, 
President Mindy Fels, VP Stacy Mahar, 
Treasurer Melissa Robinson, and VP 
Michael Holliday, 

http://www.wheelchairs4kids.org


Hello Florida JCI Senate,  

A big thank you to all of you for your efforts in the great state of Florida in fellowship 
during this pandemic. Your state has been hit hard in changing the manner in which 
we communicate and gather to socialize as members of our Senate organization.  

Make no mistake, this year has been a hard one testing our faith and belief in the 
foundation of our Creed. It is hard to recollect the importance of faith in our Creed 
during these pandemic times. However, I implore all of you to remember those 
impactful 65 words in our Creed starting with ‘We Believe that FAITH in God...'. I hope that as you 
move forward you have the eyes to see the best in others, a heart that tries to forgive the worst, a 
mind that forgets the bad, and a soul that never loses FAITH in our organization. Remember FAITH 
sees the invisible and believes the unbelievable so that you as members of the Florida JCI Senate 
can achieve the impossible regardless of tenure in the organization.  Know that happiness keeps you 
sweet, trials keep you strong, sorrow keeps you human, failure keeps you humble, and that FAITH in 
our organization keeps us all moving FORWARD.  

Know that I am so proud of what you all are doing as an organization led by my dear friend and your 
51st President Dawne Sutherland #68900. I appreciate the honor to have this opportunity to speak to 
you via the spoken word and to reinforce the meaning of ‘Because We Still Believe.’ 

I ask you to recall that as members of the Florida JCI Senate, that you are first and foremost and 
always will be and have Jaycees in your HEART. We MUST remember the Senatorship honor 
received as a Jaycee (or afterwards) and know that the power of member activation, socialization and 
the network of our everlasting friendship is key to our Senate being solid. Know that we are stronger 
than we may seem, braver than we believe, wiser because of our mistakes and happier because of 
our sad experiences. Most of all remember Florida, in your sunshine state, that even though we are 
stretched in our actions to overcome our environment, that we WILL always be an INSPIRATION to 
each other! So if you have not been active – now is the time to come back and be a part of the 
Senate. Florida needs you and I need you.  

Looking forward to seeing you all in my hometown of Virginia Beach, Virginia! Be safe, Be well and 
continue to strive to be an Inspiration – you never know how your actions can positively impact others 
– and be the buzz of their day! 

In Senate Spirit, 
 

Ariel Jones #65423 
49th President, US JCI Senate  
President@usjcisenate.org 
  



ATTENTION ANY AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE USJCI SENATE AND  

THE FLORIDA JCI SENATE: 

Please take a moment to nominate a Senator whom you feel is deserving of a year-end recognition for the 
ongoing efforts in their respective elected and appointed positions. The award recipients will be recognized at 
our Annual meeting in Virginia Beach.  

Nominations should include, but not limited to, specific details as to why the nominee has done an 
outstanding job and has gone above and beyond what would normally be expected in their position especially 
in a year of Covid-19. What have they done that has been inspirational and result-oriented while still fulfilling 
and making a positive impact in their respective leadership roles? What has been the impact to your state, 
region or the organization because they were in this role?  

I.  Award categories are listed below as awarded by President Ariel Jones #65423;  

 1. Outstanding State President (Thomas Humphrey Award) 
 2. Outstanding Region Vice President (Donnie Alvis Award) 
 3. Outstanding Ambassador/Nationally Elected Officer (Ira Moser Award)  
 4. Outstanding Appointed Officer (Ron Robinson Award) 
 5. Outstanding Senator (Jim Calder Award) 

All nominations due to National President Ariel arieljone@aol.com or president@usjcisenate.org postmarked 
or emailed by May 15th.  

II. Award category listed below as awarded by President Ariel #65423 and Treasurer Susan Hatcher #58143  
 Outstanding State Treasurer Awards (Tom Stone Award)  
All nominations due to National Treasurer - Susan Hatcher #58143: s-hatcher@sbcglobal.net postmarked or 
emailed by May 15th.  

III. Award category listed below as awarded by President Ariel and Secretary Hal Williams #43912  
 Outstanding Newsletters and Communications (Nolan Terrill Award)  
All nominations due to National Secretary Hal Williams #43912: hwilli8@tampabay.rr.com postmarked or 
emailed by May 15th.  

For more information on national awards criteria please follow the link below: 
usjcisenate.org/quick-links/presidential-visitations-other-presidential-matters/awards-2021/viewdocument/2356

From the National Chaplain: 
We plan to honor 2 Chaplains for their year-long inspiration at the annual meeting in June 2021: 

• One State Chaplain 
• One Region Chaplain 

  
Submit letters of recommendation to Chaplain Gary by May 15, 2021. 
Gary Duell #48384 
US JCI Senate Chaplain 2020-2021 
528 Thorngate Place 
Millersville, PA 17551 
chappygary48384@gmail.com

For Florida Year End Award Nominations - 

Nominations for Homer Sheppard and Larry Ackerman Awards.  
Due to President Dawne by May 1.  

  
Please contact President Dawne with questions or criteria at   dawne23@aol.com
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Jaci Newmark #56368 

Management  
Vice President 

Home is where Money Talk$ 

Hi all! As I sit in a motel in Rock 
Hill, SC, driving home from a 
great MAI (Mid-Atlantic Institute) 
weekend, all I can think is there’s 
no place like home. I wish I could 
be Dorothy and click my heels 3-
times and get home or have a 
transporter From Star Trek to use 
for my travels. We still have about 
6 hours to go and I will be glad to 
be back in Florida. We have a 
great spirit and enthusiasm for 
our state and that shows at every 
event that we attend. Even in 
West Virginia, they experienced 
our Florida pride.  

To show that Florida pride, you 
need products with the Florida 
logo, we still have shirts, caps, 
magnets, license plates and are 
coming out with more items (See 
Scott’s article for more). The 
product sales will continue next 

Senate year but avoid the rush 
a n d o r d e r n o w @ h t t p s : / /
fljcisenate.org/products  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
May 8th. That is the day that the 
Money Talk$ raffle will be drawn. 
YAY!!! The drawing will be held 
via Zoom and the 5 numbers will 
be drawn. The 1st wins $1000 
followed by $500, $250 and $125 
(2x). The numbers will be drawn 
in order and announced in the 
reverse order. The winners will be 
notified by text or email that night. 
Good Luck to all!  

Thank you to those that bought 
t i c ke t s a t ou r 3 rd qua r te r 
conference – we raised over 
$ 6 0 0 t h a t w e e k e n d . 
Congratulations to Mark Brandel 
who won the $50 gas card.  

There have been 240 tickets sold 
as of this writing - If you still don’t 
have any tickets, contact me 
asap and I will hook you up. $10 
per ticket or 6 for $50. And YES, 
for those of you wondering… we 
are profitable from this raffle.  

I was so proud to serve this year 
as your State Management VP 
and I learned a lot about raising 
funds for our organization. So 
much, that I am returning next 
year in the same position. If you 
will have me, I have submitted my 
intent in to serve the Great 
Florida JCI Senate as your 
M a n a g e m e n t V P f o r t h e 
2021-2022 Senate year. I am 
looking forward to an even more 
profitable year with new ideas, 
products and different raffles. 

I want to thank my Chairman: 
Scott, Debra Jean, Bill Craft, Bill 
Hagarty, Wille Orr, Irene, Alan 
and Peggy for the work in their 
areas and assistance to me 
during this trying year.  

I look forward to seeing all of you 
at St. Augustine on May 21-23 to 
celebrate a great “Because We 
Still Believe” year.  

Remember… Money Talk$. 
 

Jaci 

BYLAWS REVIEW & 
REVISION 

COMMITTEE 
Bill Craft #36216 

Chairman 
Af ter months o f 
productive work by 

the committee, the revised 
bylaws were approved by the 
general membership at the 
Winter Conference.  Several 
changes were made during the 
meeting and the revised bylaws 

will be posted on the Florida 
Senate website when they are 
completed. 

Thanks again to the members of 
t he commi t t ee and o the r 
S e n a t o r s w h o o f f e r e d 
suggestions and revisions.  Their 
efforts have resulted in a more 
up-to-date set of bylaws for the 
Florida Senate going forward. 

Bill

https://fljcisenate.org/products
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PR & MARKETING 
CHAIR 

Scott Jacobs #58599 

Unbelievable.  The 
calendar pages just 

keep falling off the wall at warp 
speed.  Before you know it, we 
will be meeting in St. Augustine, 
for the swan song of the 2020-21 
year.  And if you judge what will 
be in store at the upcoming Year 
End Meeting, on the success of 
the third quarter soiree, it should 
be fantastic. 

Let’s take a look at how far we 
came this Senate year.  While so 
much of the year was scarred by 
p a n d e m i c w o r r i e s , w e 
accomplished a considerable 
amount.  Your Management Team 
for example, started the year 
reviving the Products Program, so 
members had the opportunity to 
show how proud they were in this 
great organization.   

New shirts were introduced, 
proudly bearing the Florida JCI 
Senate logo.  Then of course, 
there were the masks, to help 
keep everyone protected, and 
thanks to the urging of Past 
President Mike Phillips #50063, 
license plates. 

And now – as promised -- there 
will be jackets.  Speaking of 
which, you have your choice of 
black, navy, or royal.  These 
attractive nylon taslan jackets 
c o m e w i t h a c h o i c e o f a 
lightweight mesh lining (starting at 
$45) , o r shou ld you need 
something a bit heavier, a fleece 
lining (starting at $52).  Order by 
April 29th, and you will avoid 
additional shipping charges.  
So, go onto the website -- https://
www.fljcisenate.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/03/jacket-order-
form2-1.pdf -- and get yours 
today. 

COMING SOON…  The line of 
Florida JCI Senate products will 

be complemented by popular 
demand, with the addition of Pop 
Sockets for your phone.  Also, to 
be added to the growing lineup, 
thanks to the suggestion of Past 
President Bill Hossman #41293.  
Bill came up with the idea, noting 
that his car does not have the 
means to attach a decorated plate 
to the front bumper. 

If you have a suggestion of the 
type of Senate-imprinted product 
you would like to have, contact 
me, so we can make it happen.  
And as always, a donation to the 
Senate will be made (by Dynamic 
Marketing) for every product sold. 

In closing, I would like to tell you 
what an honor and pleasure it has 
been to serve as your State 
Marketing Chairman.  A big word 
of thanks goes out to President 
Dawne #68900 and Management 
VP Jaci #56368 for allowing me to 
serve. 

Scott 
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Steve Robins



Administrative 

Vice President 

Cindy Brandel  

#54928 

Hola, 

Well, this is it!  I 
can’t believe that your Admin 
team is preparing for their last 
Hospitality weekend. 

We had such a fun time (and 
hope you did too!) last conference 
in Cocoa Beach with our Tacky 
Tourist/Luau party.   

Our theme for the May weekend 
will be:  Cinco de Mayo.  So, dust 
off those Sombrero’s and get 
r e g i s t e r e d f o r Ye a r - E n d 
Conference in St. Augustine!  Did 
I mention that we will be judging 
those Sombrero’s on Saturday 
night after conference!                                                                                                             

Friday night hospitality will provide 
light snacks – don’t forget your 
tropical shirts!  Dinner will be on 
your own! 

Saturday lunch will feature Tacos 
& more. 

Cocktail Party is our last hoorah, 
so we are working on making it 
special for you! 

Saturday Night Awards Banquet – 
don’t forget to send in your 
registration with your food choice! 

The Hospitality Team is still 
working on putting together fun 
activities for the weekend!  Don’t 
miss out on the laughter! 

I want to take the chance to 
publicly say thank-you to the most 
awesome hosp i ta l i t y team, 
EVER!!!!   Caryn, Dee, Marge, 
Cheryl, Mike, Marsha, Duffy, 
Irene, Kit, Margaret, Pat and last, 
but not least, Mark!  Thank you all 
for the hard work, ideas and effort 
that you have given in making 

sure that hospitality has been top-
notch.  You will never know how 
m u c h e a c h o f y o u a r e 
appreciated!  Thank you! 

See you in St. Augustine! 

Cindy  
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT 
Mail to: 

 Florida JCI Senate 
 c/o B J Craft #45900 

1971 Grey Falcon Cir SW 
Vero Beach FL  32962 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Senate #___ Congress Woman # ___ Senior Statesman # ___ Life Member #____ 

[   ] My payment of $40.00 is enclosed to cover my 2020-2021 JCI Senate Dues. 

[   ] I am enclosing a one-time payment of $400.00 for a Lifetime Membership in 
the Florida JCI Senate.  

[   ] I am a Life Member and owe no dues. 

Please go to www.FLJCISenate.org if you would like to pay via PAYPAL.   

There is a $5.00 convenience charge if paying by PayPal 

Senators, Congresswomen, Senior Statesmen, Life Members 

****PLEASE CONFIRM THIS INFORMATION**** 

We are updating the roster and want to have your correct information. 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone: _______________________ Cell Phone: ____________________________ 

Work Phone: ____________________________  Fax: ______________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

If you need to make any additional changes to your contact information, please send an 

e-mail to Irene Shanley #65316 at Rene65316@aol.com. Also, if you would like an e-mail 

version of the most current roster, please send request to this email address.  

****IMPORTANT REQUEST from U.S. JCI Senate**** 

If you are currently receiving TWO Mentors magazines from National, and would like to 

receive only ONE for your household, please check box below. Save paper, save money!! We 

will forward information to National.  

  >Please send just one (1) Mentors Magazine to our house [    ]   

  >Please continue to send two (2) Mentors Magazines to our house [    ] 

http://www.FLJCISenate.org
mailto:Rene65316@aol.com


B.J Craft #45900 
Treasurer 

W h a t a g r e a t 
Senate year thus 
far!  So many 
amazing things 

have happened, and we are now 
having regular meetings again.  
Some of us have been traveling 
to national events and we are 
having fun at regional meetings 
once again.  Our membership 
h a s g r o w n , a s w e h a v e 
w e l c o m e d 2 3 n e w a n d 
reactivated members through the 
end of March. We began our year 
with 283 members, and Florida, 
we are not finished yet! 

The 4th quarter began with 36 
members due; 14 of those are 
Life Members. For those of you 
due this quarter, please make 
sure I received your check, 
money order or PayPal payment 
before or during our meeting in 
St. Augustine, since our dues kit 
must be in to the National 
Treasurer by June 1st.  Our 
membership committee has 
already recruited several new 
members and are working toward 
a great finish to this “Because 
We Still Believe” year!   

The year is winding down but the 
success we have had thus far is 
due to many fellow Senators who 
have been instrumental in 
assist ing wi th membership 
recruitment and locating and 
contacting fellow members who 
have not been active in several 
years.  What has been so 
amazing is the reaction we have 
received from these Senators – 
that we genuinely care about 

them and the part they have 
played in the past and continue 
to play today, that they remain 
important to our organization and 
they want to always be a Florida 
JCI Senator.  Ask a senior 
Senator.  President Dawne did 
and even though he can no 
longer participate, he was so 
appreciative of her calling just to 
check on him.  You just never 
know how much a kind gesture 
can touch someone. 

Many thanks to everyone who 
has assisted in making my 
p o s i t i o n a s Tr e a s u r e r s o 
in te res t ing and ins igh t fu l , 
especially the group of persons 
who I could call on to assist with 
membership.  President Dawne, 
you are a wealth of information 
and you know almost every 
person who has ever been a 
Senator in FL.  Your financial 
background and assistance have 
been so helpful especially with 
our new Chart of Accounts.  Jaci 
Newmark, you have always been 
someone I could count on to 
help. You created the BEST 
membership spreadsheet for 
each quarter!  I could not have 
functioned without them.  Mike 
Sawyer, you have never met a 
stranger and have been willing to 
locate & contact Senators whose 
p e r s o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n w a s 
incorrect. I think you missed your 
calling - you should have been a 
detective.  Mel Fickas, you sent 
informative welcome letters to 
our new members just as soon 
as I sent you the information. You 
are so detail oriented, asked lots 
of questions, and sent me great 
reports and documentation about 
all facets of membership & the 
treasury.  Irene Shanley, our 

membership committee has kept 
you busy this year with all the 
changes of personal information 
for the roster, helping with the 
mass mailing and all the PayPal 
payments that have come in. You 
certainly do wear a lot of 
i m p o r t a n t h a t s i n o u r 
organization.  Bill Hossman, you 
have been a good friend and 
assistant all year.  What would I 
have done if you had not assisted 
me with QuickBooks? Thank 
goodness for your patience and 
jokes when I needed one!  To the 
F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e , y o u r 
respect, understanding and even 
your many questions have been 
greatly appreciated this year.  It 
takes a team to make this work! 

I have enjoyed serving as your 
Treasurer this year and working 
with the BOD, members and 
especially President Dawne.  We 
have accompl i shed much . 
Setting up the new Chart of 
Accounts that will be used for 
years to come, was a lengthy 
task, but necessary. It has been a 
learning experience. The true 
realization of the framework of 
t h e F L S e n a t e a n d t h e 
importance of the day-to-day 
workings of the Treasurer has 
been challenging, rewarding, 
interesting & at times, eye 
opening.  Thanks to all of you for 
your support and understanding 
and let us finish this year strong!!! 

BJ 

bjcraft0920@msn.com

mailto:bjcraft0920@msn.com


SENATE ACTIVATION 
Mel Fickas #28320 

  

 As we approach 
t h e e n d o f o u r 

Senate year, I look back as I 
s tar ted my assignment as 
Activation Chairman. Given the 
challengers of the year due to 
the pandemic, I thought it would 
be a difficult year to get Senators 
active and involved but still 
believed it would be useful to see 
what success we might have as 
the year progressed. Despite the 
challenges, I think we have been 
remarkable in our efforts. We 
successfully welcomed 19 new or 
inactive Senators (3 or more 
years) to either a Senate meeting 
or regional social.  

    I am truly thankful to each of 
our Regional Directors for their 
efforts in arranging socials and 
keeping in touch with their 
reg ional Senators through 
emails, regional newsletters, 
Facebook and phone calls. At the 
beginning of April, the year was 
marked by 23 new Senators to 
join the Florida Senate both 
within our state and several that 
reside out of state. In addition, 
we were fortunate to welcome 

back 14 inactive Senators as 
dues paying members. Welcome 
to you all!  

Activation was certainly a team 
effort and I would be remiss if I 
didn’t mention the contributors to 
our team’s effort:  

➢ President Dawne #68900, 
who frequently reached 
out personally to inactive 
members, as well as BJ 
Craft #45900 and the 
regional directors who 
a s s i s t e d , w e r e 
instrumental in attracting 
n e w m e m b e r s a n d 
bringing other Senators 
back. These Senators 
were also an integral part 
of our two virtual activation 
sessions with the regional 
d i r e c t o r s t h a t w e 
conducted in June and 
January.  

➢ Our roster keeper and 
webmaster, Irene Shanley 
#65316, for constantly 
keeping and updating the 
roster of members so that 
our regional directors had 
a c c u r a t e c o n t a c t 
information as well as our 
website which is a key 
reference resource for all 
of our Senators. 

➢ Our Chambers edi tor 
Marsha Phillips #47528 
and all those submitting 
a r t i c l e s i n m a k i n g 
Chambers a key vehicle 
for keeping our members 
informed. 

➢ All of our Senators at our 
S t a t e a n d R e g i o n a l 
meetings that reached out 
and welcomed back our 
inactive and new senators 
and made them feel part 
o f o u r f a m i l y . Yo u r 
hospitality and friendship 
is key to our effort. 

➢ Al l o f those inact ive 
Senators that came back 
to join us in fellowship this 
past year, we hope you 
enjoyed the experience 
and expect to see you 
again soon. 

And to all those Senators that we 
have not seen in some time, we 
encourage you to come out and 
join us at our year end meeting in 
St. Augustine or a Senate event 
in the coming year, Because We 
Still Believe! 

Mel 

President Dawne finally 
got to present Mel Fickas 

#28320 with his First 
Quarter award for 

Outstanding Program 
Manager.  COVID may 

have prevented Mel from 
attending meetings but did 

not lessen his 
effectiveness.



		

Deborah “Deb” Price 
#71777 

Secretary 

Happy Spring, fellow 
Senators! 

As we begin the final leg of our 
year of still believing, we must 
give some thanks for what is 
(hopefully) light at the end of the 
tunnel of the COVID pandemic.  
Many of us have already been 
vaccinated and hopefully the rest 
will be soon.  We have lost too 
many friends to this plague 
already! 

It has been my pleasure to serve 
as your secretary this year.  It was 
a busy one!  By year’s end we will 
have produced 15 sets of Minutes 
and one Appendix for By-Law 
Revisions.  Whew!  My fingers, 
and my computer got quite the 
workout.   

I want to thank the outstanding 
Communications Team for all their 
hard work, some for the “nth” time! 
Our Chaplain Melanie continues 
t o s h i n e a s s h e n o t o n l y 
remembers those who are ailing 
or who have passed on and like 
family members, but she has 
worked hard to comp i le a 
complete list of birthdays of our 
Senate family so that the rest of 
us may join in celebrating their 
lives.  Chambers Editor Marsha 
Phillips never disappoints us, 
p r o d u c i n g a h i g h - q u a l i t y 
newsletter along with the National 
E-Blast.  Irene Shanley continues 
to do a fantastic job managing our 
Webpage and maintaining our 
rosters for up-to-date information 
in a timely fashion.  And last but, 
definitely not least, thank you to 
Kelly Koch for Administering our 

Facebook page and making sure 
all goes well, and we play by the 
rules.  I know it has been a 
struggle at times!  Thank you all 
for making me look good.  Lord 
knows I could not have done it 
without you! 

I want to thank President Dawne 
for the opportunity of serving you 
all this year.  It has been a year of 
very highs and a few very lows, 
but all in all, wonderful.  I have 
grown and learned, gotten to 
know some new people, and 
reconnected with some old 
friends, not the least of which was 
our President.  We have not 
talked this much in years! 

I hope I have lived up to your 
expectations. 

Finally thank you to our Florida 
Senate family.  2020 was 
definitely a “learning curve” for all 
of us, but we muscled through 
together and come out stronger 
on the other end. I hope all of you 
will continue to support the Florida 
S e n a t e , t h e i n c o m i n g 
administration and each other.  
God bless and keep you all,  

Because we Still Believe. 

Deb 

Officers of the FL JCI Senate  
2020 - 2021  

Appointees 

Bash Co-Chair	 Doyle Sewell #63344 
	 	 	 rooferjci63344@aol.com 
Bash Co-Chair	 Victor Regan #61738	  
	 	 	 victorregan@comcast.net 
By Law Review	 Bill Craft #36216 
Chair	 	 billandbj1980@gmail.com 
Chambers Ed 	 Marsha Phillips #47528	 	                          
	 	 	 marshabphillips@aol.com 
Chaplain       	 Melanie Fickas #77281 
	 	 	 neverhome@fickas.net             
Chief of Staff   	 Kelly Koch #69508 
               	 jci69508@bellsouth.net 
First Timers       	 Alan Sokol #66628 
                        	 shlls9@earthlink.com 
Florida Advisor	 Don Ebbitt #58601 
                       	 jci58601@gmail.com 
Future Directions	Doyle Sewell #63344 
	 	 	 rooferjci63344@aol.com 
Historian         	 Bill Orr #38326 
                      	 billorrjr@gmail.com 
Hospitality Liaison Bill Hossman #41293 
	 	 	 billhossman@gmail.com 
JCI Liaison 	 Debra J Gronvold #52883 
	 	 	 debjaycee@gmail.com	  
Marketing Chair	 Scott Jacobs #58599 
	 	 	 scott3760.sj@gmail.com 
Membership 	 Mel Fickas #28320 
Activation	 mpf@fickas.net 
Legal Counsel   	 Steve Sutherland #27073 
                       	 sesgator2@aol.com 
Parliamentarian	 Bill Hossman # 41293 
	 	 	 bill.hossman@gmail.com 
Pres Advisor     	 Doyle Sewell #63344 
                      	 rooferjci63344@aol.com 
Pres Assistant   	 Thomas Johnson  
                  	 tjonder@hotmail.com 
Pres Assistant	 Yvonne Mason-Sewell 
	 	        yvonnesewellfr50@yahoo.com 
Pres Assistant   Debby M. Cockman #56126 
	 	 	 jcisunshine@cfl.rr.com 
Pres Pet Project	 Peggy Sewell #64474 
	 	 	 pks230@aol.com 
Return the Favor	 Bill Hagarty #73608 
	 	 	 bhagar@bellsouth.net 
Webmaster	 Irene Shanley #65316 
	 	 	 rene65316@aol.com 

Regional Directors 
Region 1         Jasmine Allen #77174 
	     	             jayceejasmine@gmail.com 
Region 4         Brad Jens #76729 
	 	             wbj3569@yahoo.com 
Region 6         Michael Sawyer #36403               

	 	             mikesf3@gmail.com 
Region 8         Scott Link #51911 
                       jci51911@netscape.net 
Region 9         Shirley Regan #7424 
                       twirlebird@yahoo.com  
Region 11        Jim Warren #42572 
	 	             myagentjimw@gmail.com 
Region 12        Kathy Collins #64926 
	 	             kc86auburn2@gmail.com 
Region 13       Shelly Sokol #75110 
	 	             shlls9@yahoo.com 
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REGION 6 

Michael Sawyer                    
#36403 

Perfect weather.  Great 
venue.  Fantastic band.  The Region 6 
& 8 social was held at the Lakeridge 
Winery on March 27.  19 Senators and 
guests were present to socialize and 
listen to the band, Rusty and Laurie 
Wright Duo.  President Dawne was in 
attendance and I would like to thank 
my fellow Regional Directors, Scott 
Link and Jim Warren, for attending this 
event.  It was a huge success.  
Afterward, we all went to dinner at the 
Texas Roadhouse.  It was there we 
met Mitchell Hill #54751. Thanks to 
President Dawne for contacting 
Mitchell so he could attend. 

At the FL JCI Senate Winter meeting in 
Cocoa Beach, we had a great time at 
the Tacky Tourists contest.  Our own, 
Mel Fickas #28340, took first place!  
He was trying keep up with his wife, 
Melanie #77281, who was recognized 
as the Outstanding Program Manager 
for the 3rd quarter earlier in the day.  
Also, congratulations are in order for 
my fellow Region Director, Brad Jens 

#76729 for being named as the Region 
Director of the 3rd quarter.   

     President Dawne has been working 
locating one of our Senators who been 
lost for many months.  She was able to 
track down an address and asked me 
to find out if this was a valid address 
since the phone number she had was 
not a working number.  My research 
did not find the phone number so I did 
the next best thing:  I went to the 
address since it was about a ten-
minute drive.  It was indeed a valid 
address and we have found another 
lost life member:  Tom Sweeney 
#51284.  Welcome back, Tom. 

      At the dinner at the Texas 
Roadhouse, we elected my successor 
for the 2021-2022 year:  Kathy 
Pumphrey #57287.  She is one our 
newest FL JCI Senate members who 
received her Senatorship in Michigan.  
I know she will do a great job.  It has a 
pleasure and honor to serve as the 
Region 6 Director.   At the Winter 
meeting, it was announced that I would 
be running for Secretary and I would 
appreciate your support at the annual 
election meeting.  

     We march toward to St. Augustine 
Because We Still Believe.  

Regional Director Reports

Regions 6 & 8 joint social hosted by 
RD 6 Mike Sawyer and RD 8 Scott 

Link at the Lake Ridge Winery



   REGION 8 

Scott LInk #51911 

    
2021 is a year I will not 
soon forget. As we 
come to the end of 

"Because we still believe" year, I 
w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k D a w n e 
Sutherland #68900 for all of her help 
and support  as well as for the entire 
BOD.  What a great team.  

I learned how to run three socials, all 
outdoors, because of this Pandemic. 
7/18/2020 at Deltawoods Park. 
1/9/2021 outdoor picnic at my house 
with fireworks and a big campfire.  
3/27/2021 Lakeridge Winery as a 
joint regional with RD # 6 Mike 
Sawyer. Our last social will be a joint 
regional with RD #11 Jim Warren on 
May 1 in Sarasota. All socials were 
as safe as possible with every 
precaution taken. Never got the virus! 
I had a heart attack on 3/17. So while 
every body was partying that night, I 
got two stents. I need to learn how to 
better protect my heart. By the way I 
did get the Moderna Covid 19 
vaccine on 3/30 and scheduled to get 
a booster on 4/27. Must do a better 
job in protecting my heart in the 
future though.  

Please join us on May 1 for a joint 
regional (8 and 11); all Senators are 
welcome. Lunch will be from 11 AM 
t o 1 P M  a t S t o t t l e M y e r s 
SmokeHouse a t 19 East Rd, 
Sarasota , FL 34240. It's an Old 
F l o r i d a T i k i B a r 
www.stottleMyersSmokeHouse.com . 
From 1 PM to 4 PM we will be at Big 
Cat Habitat at 7101 Palmer Blvd, 
Sarasota, FL 34240. Tickets are $20 
but free for Vets with ID. There is a 
1:30PM  Animal Demonstration that 
C C A c k e r m a n s a i d i s v e r y 
good. www.BigCatHabitat.org This 
will be my first time there.  

I would Like to thank my wife, Stacy, 
for letting me be RD for Region 8. I 
could not have done it without you. 
Also like to thank my daughter, Erin, 
who allowed me take her to all of 
these senate functions. In August she 
will be going to Pasco Hernando 
State College. I am so proud of her. 
Let me also thank the Senators in my 
region who voted for me and the 
ones that provided much needed 
council like Mike and Marsha Phillips, 
Bianca and Cecil Deal, Bill Hossman 
and Irene Shanley.    

Congratulations to Patricia Plount 
#77018 on her election as next year’s 
RD for Region 8 on Saturday 2/20 at 
the International Palms Resort.  I 

could write a book on her but here is 
some of the highlights. Task force in 
Florida to help in restoration of ID 
theft. Did you know she was a 10th 
degree in the Jaycess with too many 
awards to list them all. Started 
business like Positive Reflections. 
Licensed Mortgage Broker / Realtor. 
equine assitsed psychotherapy.  She 
is active in the Scottish community in 
Dunedin. She is a lady with great 
talents.  

The year end conference will be at 
World Golf Village Renaissance 
Resorts at 500 South Legancy Trail, 
S t . A u g u s t i n e , F L 3 2 0 9 2 . 
904-940-8000. It will from 5/21 to 
5/23. The fines will be collected for 
this quarter will go to our own Region 
8's Wheel Chairs for Kids. This is the 
brain child of Madeline Robinson 
#50844 and Lonnie Robinson 
#33437. At this time I need to advise 
all Senators that our  Sargent of 
Arms, Mike Phillips #55063, does not 
make change. The front desk at the 
hotel did not make change. There 
was a quarter machine at the hotel. I 
do not recommend walking with $20 
of quarters in your pockets. Next time 
I will plan ahead. (Pennies anyone?). 

Scott                                              

http://www.stottlemyerssmokehouse.com/
http://www.bigcathabitat.org/


REGION 11 

Jim Warren  
#42572 

S P R I N G 
T R A I N I N G I S 
HERE!  
We all need to take 

advantage! 
No, I’m not talking about a 

Baseball team.  The team I am 
talking about is the Florida JCI 
Senate Team!   

  We’ve had a period (due to 
the COVID) that was a break in our 
normal activity level, causing us to 
slow down a little and be careful. 
That was our JCI Spring Break. Now, 
We can do more!  Some are looking 
b a c k o n h o w m u c h y o u 
accomplished this year, & hoping for 
an award @ year-end. Others are 
making plans for what you want to 
accomplish this coming year. That 
time can be better spent: 

 F L J C I S E N AT E S P R I N G 
TRAINING! Instead of resting on our 
laurels or planning to do big things, 
let’s get out and do something. We 
are part of the only organization that 
lets you do anything you want and 
will support you doing it! 

➢ Recruit some new members 
or Reactivate some old ones.  

➢ Find new projects or help with 
old ones.  

➢ Attend everything possible – 
Region IV, Year End, Etc.  

➢ Volunteer to help the VP’s do 
their jobs.  

➢ DO IT for President Dawne! 
(She’s done it for us all year.) 

You will be on the ground running 
and not have to “startup” again next 
year. Our whole organization will 
benefit!  

 Thanks to all the Region 11 
Senators that came out to the 3RD 
Quarter Meet ing and al l who 

responded to my email request. 
We’re  hoping for a big crowd @ our 
BIG DUAL EVENT w/ Region 8 in 
t h e S a r a s o t a a r e a a t 
STOTTLEMYERS SMOKEHOUSE 
TIKI BAR  IN SARASOTA -2 miles 
east of I75. Come have lunch with us 
11 - 1 pm on May 1st  (Dutch Treat), 
followed by a group visit to the BIG 
CAT HABITAT & GULF COAST 
SANTUARY (Daily Cat Passes are $ 
20 each). Bring out family or old JCI 
Senate buddies. Stay for 1 or both 
events! Let me know if you are 
coming at (239) 560-0870 or 
myagentjimw@gmail.com.  
We are on the ground running and 
looking forward to running right into 
the new year. Information about more 
events coming soon! 

Jim Warren – DD11 - FL JCI Senate   
-  “Southwest is Best!”	

Jim     

  REGION 13 

Shelly Sokol #75110 

Hi From Region 13: 

T h e N o r t h M i a m i 
Jaycees are having a Earth day 
Cleanup from 9 am -12 noon at the 
Enchanted Forest Park in North 
Miami. 

North Miami has a new member 
Marjorie Rice, she is 22 years old & 
e x c i t e d t o h e l p m a k e t h e 
organization better. The the North 

Miami Jaycees have future events 
TBD as they are more members to 
join soon. 

One of our members Non Nickel is 
retiring to the 305 on April 26th. We 
look forward to seeing him soon!!  

I am working on a possible social/
fundraiser with the North Miami 
Jaycees, as soon as we work out 
the demographics I'll let you know. 

Thank you 

Shelly

REGION 9 

Shirley Regan #74246 

You’re invited to Region 9’s 
Kentucky Derby Party 
May 1, 2021    4:30 pm 

Derby Casual : Hat, Bowtie 
American Grill Restaurant 

South Vero Square    Vero Beach FL 

Join us for Training on how to pick a 
Derby Winner/Derby Games/ Derby Pot of 

Gold/Cash Bar & Speciality Drinks:   
Mint Juleps & the LT Dan named  

after Senator Danny Bruce. 

Hosted by Shirley Regan/  
Peggy Kirby Sewell 

Region 8/9 Senators and past Jaycees 
who gathered while camping: Mike and 

Marsha Phillips, Mike and Brenda 
Hilpertshauser, Pat and Sue Woodard 

and Tom and Bobbie Coyle. Spend time 
with friends wherever you can.



Caryn “CC” Ackerman #62039 

Chairman of the Board 

As I write my last article as Chairman of 
the Board, there appears to be a light 
at end of the tunnel as our path to a 
new normal is approaching. There is an 

excitement in the air as many of our friends, family 
members and fellow Senators are getting vaccinated…
thus allowing us to socialize & meet more frequently  in 
safer environments. I do know we are also looking 
forward to celebrating the achievements of the 
“Because We Still Believe” Team at our Year End 
Convention in St. Augustine on May 21 – 23.  

I unexpectedly was unable to attend the U.S. JCI 
Senate Winter Board Meeting in Tempe, AZ back in 
January, but as usual, the Florida Senate had a strong 
delegation in attendance. President Ariel Jones #65423 
recognized Florida with the following accolades…”Bee 
the Inspiration” Honors given to Jaci Newmark 
#56368 and Yvonne Sewell FR #50; and a very 
surprised Keith Adams received Friendship #105! 
Congratulations Jaci, Yvonne & Keith…well deserved!! 

As Chairman of the Board, it was a privilege serving as 
the Chair of the Nominating Committee at our Winter 
Meeting in February. The Committee met with all but 
one of the candidates, and discussed their 
qualifications along with their commitment to the FL JCI 
Senate.  One position remained open, but a Senator 

stepped up in March to serve and received a set of 
questions from the committee since they didn’t have the 
opportunity to meet with the them in Cocoa Beach.  Per 
the Nominating Committee, all nominees have met the 
qualifications for their specific executive positions. 
Therefore, it is my privilege to announce the following 
for the 2021 – 2022 Executive Offices of the FL JCI 
Senate… 

52nd President: BJ Craft #45900 
Treasurer: Cindy Brandel #54928 
Management VP: Jaci Newmark #56368  
Administrative VP: Peggy Kirby Sewell #64474 
Secretary:  Mike Sawyer #36403 

My journey on the FL Senate Executive Board allowed 
me to experience many wonderful memories, and gave 
me an outlet to help endure some very difficult times. 
Thank you to everyone for your continued support, 
friendship and guidance. There are many aspects of 
serving on the Board that I will miss, but I look forward 
to being an active Senator attending our functions and 
supporting this great organization! Congratulations 
President Dawne on your very successful “Because 
We Still Believe” Year. I truly enjoyed serving as your 
Chairman of the Board. I wish only the best to the 2021 
– 2022 Executive Board and I’m eager to see where 
our journey in the Senate continues to lead us.  

In Senate Love & Friendship, 

CC  

Florida went to Arizona for the US JCI Senate Winter BOD meeting in January 2021.  Most of delegation pictured 
above.  Senator Jaci Newmark (left) and Friendship Recipient Yvonne Sewell (right) received Inspiration 
Recognition from President Ariel.  Keith Adams received Friendship #105 (center).







Melanie Fickas 
#77281 

Chaplain 

As our Senate 
year 2020-2021 is coming to 
an end, I pray that a large 
majority of our Senators were 
a b l e t o r e c e i v e t h e i r 
vaccinations and we start 
2021-2022 with fewer health 
issues and more Good News! 
We have some big birthday 
celebrations coming up in the 
next 3 months. Let us continue 
to pray for all our Senators that 
still may need our prayers. 

I want to thank President 
Dawne for giving me the 
oppo r tun i t y t o se rve as 
Chaplain this year. It was not 
easy when it came time to 
deliver bad news. I almost wish 
we had a phone chain so 
people didn't have to read 
about it. But I loved when I 
could pass on all the good 
news. In the end I found being 
Chaplain very rewarding. May 
you always find God's blessing 
in every step that you take on 
your journey through life. 

Many Blessings, 

Melanie 

BIRTHDAYS 

MAY 
06 Debra Jeanne Gronvold  52883 
10 Lori  Koon  46354    
14 Peter Bakos,   32786 
  Past President 
15 John Price   36383 
       Past U.S. Senate President 
16 Cheryl Hyman  53544 
17 Yvonne Sewell  FR #50 
  70th Birthday 
18 Caryn “CC" Ackerman  62039 
               Past President 
24 Scott Snyder  49790   
30 Marge Saunders  54671   
30 Steve Sutherland  27073  
          75th Birthday 
  Past President   
31 Jane Sigler  47096   
31 Randy Windham  58263  
       Past President 

JUNE 
01 Tracey Higginbotman  51503 
03 Heather Holliday  74873 
08 Michael Sawyer   36403 
09 Cheryl Carlson  70371 
09 Melanie Fickas  77281 
11 Kathie Brown  47094 
13 Amy Probyn    59383 
13 Jim Silvey  28621 
        Past President 
13 Johnny Swank  44479 
14 Mitchell Hill  54751 
14 Tammy Perez  62731 
15 Jack Aydent  SS #17 
15 Steve Churchwell   37021 
15 Nina Nadeau  49287 
16 Beverly Newlin  77172 
16 Lawrence Pittman  53932 
        Past U.S. Senate  President 
19 Cecil Deal   36627  
  Past President 
19 Jeff Kimmel  31717 
23 Debby Cockman  56126 
24 Andrew Moos  58261 
24 Bill Craft  36216   
25 Kay Stump  43914 
28 Harvey Barash  42332 
29 Jim Hedlund  16042 
30 Lonnie Robinson  33437 
  75th  Birthday 

JULY 
03 Al Dorsett  22986 
04 Ken Novak  34507 
07     Regina Mahaney  58562 
08 Mark Harrow  57862 
11 Tom Cramer  61957 
16 Jessie D Spradley  75528 
17 Bill Hossman  41293 
        Past President 
18 Willy Orr  38326 
20 Patrick Mahaney  51255 
20 Bonnie Krone  44711 
22 Dee Stone  59531 
25 Crissie Lewis  72159 
27 Kay Elliott  61747 
         Past President 
28 Leisa Pertesis   58907 
30 Jim Aldal  57323 

ANNIVERSARIES 
MAY 

07     Tracy White  CW100 
 Peter White  36839 
10 Ronda Spurlin 
 Stephen Spurlin  64402 
13 Melanie  Fickas  77281 
 Mel Fickas  28320 
14 Madeline Robinson  50844 
 Lonnie Robinson  33437 
21 Patsy Edmondson  FR #3 
 Jay Edmondson  41977 
            Past President 
23 Janet Orr  SS #16 
 Willy Orr  38326 

JUNE 

02 Debby Cockman   56126 
 Ron Cockman   62837 
05 Barbara  Silvey     
 Jim Silvey  28621 
        Past President 
06 Kelly Koch  69508 
         Past President 
 Thomas Johnson  FR #86 
09 Ellen Kimmel     
 Jeff Kimmel  31717 
22 Stacy Link  64477 
 Scott Link  51911   
24  Lucy Novak 
  Ken Novak  34507   
28     Joanie  Cramer  65355 
 Tom Cramer  61957 

JULY 

13 Dawne Sutherland  68900 
         51ST President 
 Steve  Sutherland  27073 
        Past President 
25 Beth Barash  60069 
 Harvey Barash  42332 
27 Gretchen Blade  50073 
 Ryan Blade 
29 Debbie Moore   61766 
 Jim Moore 
31 Annette Berrey   60783 
 Steve Berrey  58196  



Edwin J. Olowin #55664 

Edwin Olowin, Jr., age 71, 
originally from Erie, PA, went to 
be with his Lord Jesus on July 
27, 2020. He is survived by his 
brother Michael Olowin. Edwin 
and his parents moved to 

Florida in 1952 and he had always called Florida his 
home. He attended Cardinal Newman High School in 
West Palm Beach and graduated from the University of 
Florida with a degree in Pharmacy.  

He was an active member of the Palm Beach Jaycees 
for several decades and received his Senatorship 
#55664 from them. He was also Life Member #96 of the 
Florida JCI Senate. Ed was a member of the Knights of 
Columbus Council 4999 and Past Grand Knight. 

Faith and family were the center of his life. Everyone 
who knew him was better off for having him in their lives. 
Ed will be truly missed.

Empty Chair  
gone but not forgotten

Daniel Cyrus Bruce, II  #65277 

Daniel Cyrus Bruce, age 60, passed 
away February 22, 2021 at his home 
in Vero Beach, Florida. Originally 
from Lexington, Kentucky, he moved 
to Vero Beach following graduation 
from the University of Kentucky. He is 
survived by his wife Lee, his father, 
Danny Bruce, a son, two daughters, 
grandchildren, and seven siblings. 

Danny was a realtor with Caldwell Banker of Vero 
Beach and a manager of Dollar General of Vero 
Beach. He also was fondly known as the “Money Man” 
at Dodgertown, Holman Stadium.  Danny was a 
member of St. Helen Catholic Church and very active 
with the Vero Beach Jaycees, serving as President in 
1998. He received Senatorship #65277 in February, 
2005.  

Danny loved ANYTHING Kentucky! He had a great 
sense of humor and loved doing all the community 
projects. Danny was a great Jaycee and will be 
missed.

Russell Leroy Brittain  #29357 

Russell Leroy Brittain, St., age 76, 
originally from Honolulu, Hawaii, 
went to his heavenly paradise on 
November 30, 2020. He is survived 
by his devoted partner Jennine 
Knowles, his sons Rusty and Jimmy 
Brittain and several grand and 
great-grand grandchildren.  

Russ along with his family moved to Key West in 1951, 
where he graduated as President of the Senior Class of 
1962 of Key West High School. Russ served at the US 
Naval Air Station from 1968 as a firefighter and retired in 
2000 as the Navy Fire Chief. After retirement he became 
the Sexton for the City of Key West. Russ was active for 
many years with the Key West Jaycees, serving at one 
time as their President. The Key West Jaycees 
presented Russ with his JCI Senatorship #29357 in the 
early 80s and he was Life Member #172 in the Florida 
JCI Senate. He will be missed. 

Lorraine Scaramellino 
Congresswoman #66 
November 18, 1937 - January 23, 2021 

Lorraine Scaramellino, most recently 
of Lawrenceville, GA passed away on 
Saturday, January 23, 2021. 

Lorraine was a selfless woman who spent her life 
caring for others. She was a loving mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Frank 
Scaramellino. Prior to living in Georgia, Frank and 
Lorraine were very active in the Coral Springs, Florida 
Jaycees and Jayceettes. Frank was awarded 
Senatorship #44713 by the Coral Springs Jaycees and 
Lorraine was Congresswoman #66, also from Coral 
Springs.



Robert Morgan Silver #1459 

October 1, 1924 - October 26, 2020 
Robert "Bob" Morgan Silver of Miami 
passed away at his home with his 
beloved wife Doris and children Van 
and Morgan at his side. 
Bob was born in Indianapolis, IN. In 
1944 at age 19, Bob was First Pilot, 
Crew Commander on a B-17, Eighth 

Army Air Corp stationed in England and later was the 
Squadron and Group Command Pilot. After the war, Bob 
returned to the states and attended the University of 
Michigan where he met his wife of 71 years. While at 
Michigan, he was President of the Sigma Chi Fraternity. 
He graduated in 1949 with a Bachelors of Arts in 
Economics and a Master of Business Administration. In 
1952 Bob moved to Florida and became involved with 
the Coral Gables Jaycees, serving as President of the 
local chapter. In 1956-57, Bob served as the President 
of the Florida Jaycees. Prior to having a JCI Senate 
state or national organization, Bob was awarded his JCI 
Senatorship, #1459. Professionally, Bob sold life 
insurance and was most proud of his part in Operation 
Chowhound, humanitarian food drops, carried out to 
relieve the famine in the German-occupied Netherlands.

David Matthew (Matt) Pieper 
#50840 
April 5, 1960 – August 1, 2020 

Matt Pieper of Deland, Florida passed 
away suddenly on August 1, 2020 at 
the age of 60. He was a Past President 
of the Deland Jaycees. He was also a 
lifetime member of the Deland Elks 

Lodge. He treasured the wonderful friends he made 
while participating in these organizations and their 
events: the Deland Fireworks, Christmas Parade, and 
the St. Johns River Boat Parade were among his 
favorites. He was employed in the family business, 
Hontoon Marina. 

Matt was survived by his parents, Donald and Elizabeth 
Pieper, his fiancée Cheryl, one son, one daughter, one 
brother and two sisters.

Donald C. Whalen #53049 
November 3, 1950 - January 17, 2021 

Donald "Don" "Pop" Curtis Whalen 
passed away on January 17, 2021 at 
his home in Blairsville, Georgia. 
Don was born in Peterson, New 
Jersey to Donald and Elinor Whalen. 
Don joined the Manatee County 

Florida Sheriff's Office and worked there for over 20 
years, retiring in 1990 as a Detective. But his love of 
community is what drove Don. Early after coming to 
Manatee County, he joined the Palmetto Jaycees and 
helped to change the face of that organization. He 
became involved in all the activities of the Chapter; 
becoming chairman of all the major projects and setting 
records of funds raised, manpower and community 
attendance at projects. He started serving on the Board 
of the Palmetto Jaycees and served as President in 
1988-1989. In 1994, the Palmetto Jaycees awarded Don 
Whalen his Senatorship. 
Don met his wife Lynn Webber in 1981 and they enjoyed 
39 years together, working side by side as they drove a 
truck for 25 years, spanning all 48 contiguous states. 
They owned General Auction in Palmetto and Bradenton, 
Florida. 
Don enjoyed traveling, trains, cooking, caring for animals 
and relaxing in his cabin in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
He is survived by his wife, three daughters, two sons, 
and eleven grandchildren. 
Don was an asset to his community and to the Florida 
Jaycees and Senate. He will be missed.

Harris Hughes “Bubba” Prothro 
#25721 
July 10, 1941 – August 26, 2020 

“Bubba” Prothro of Panama City, 
Florida passed away August 26, 
2020 at the age of 79. Bubba was 
born in El Paso, Texas and lived 
several places before settling in 
Panama City. He was the Charter 

President of the St. Andrews Jaycees and a Life Member 
of the Panama City Jaycees. He was a member of the 
Southeast Football Officials Association for over 50 
years. He was employed by the Bay District Schools as a 
science teacher and also coached wrestling, football, 
girls’ volleyball and swimming. After retirement, he 
enjoyed fishing, hunting and spending time with his 
family. 

Bubba was survived by his wife Judy, to sons, one 
daughter, two step-daughters, 5 grandsons, 4 
granddaughters, one brother and two sisters.  								



George Joseph Sterling, Jr. 
#16637 
NOVEMBER 30, 1936 – OCTOBER 20, 2020 

Senator George Joseph Sterling, Jr. 
#16637, 83, passed away at home in 
Davie, Florida, on Monday, October 

12, 2020 after a lingering illness. George was 
extremely active in the Hollywood Jaycees, serving in 
several offices. President in 1971-1972 and National 
Director in 1972-1973; and he was awarded the 
Jaycees' highest honor of a Senatorship of JCI 
International # 16637. 

George was born in Camden, NJ, on November 30, 
1936.  He was a lifelong resident of the Hollywood/Ft 
Lauderdale area.  He came to Hollywood in August 
1945 at the age of 9 with his parents and two sisters.  It 
was announced on the radio, while on their way down 
to Florida, that WWII was over. 

He graduated from South Broward High School in 1954 
and, after attending engineering studies at the 
University of Florida in Gainesville, he went to work at 
the Florida Department of Transportation, where he 
worked his entire career.  He held several positions 
over his 32-year career from land surveyor to Civil 
Engineer IV, until he retired in 1989, whereupon he 
went to work for engineering consulting firms, among 
them Stone & Webster and Felicella Consulting 
Engineering.  George was the lead on  various projects 
during his career with the FDOT, chief among them as 
Project Design Engineer for I-95 in District IV from its 
extension in Broward County to the north end of the 
district in Indian River County. 

He is survived by two sons, George J. Sterling, III 
(Rachel) of Washington DC, brother in law Drew 
Rhodes, of Anniston, AL and two nieces and a nephew. 
He is predeceased by his parents, George J. Sterling 
and Reba Sterling, and his sister, Betty Sterling and 
Reba Rhodes. Please keep the family in your prayers! 

George will be interred in Hollywood Memorial 
Gardens. In lieu of flowers, the family will greatly 
appreciate donations to The Wounded Warrior Project 
in George's name.

Robert Donovan Spacht #41976 
June 6, 1947 – January 29, 2021 

Senator Robert (Don) Spacht of Orlando, Florida passed 
away Friday, January 29, 2021 after a hard fought battle 
with Muscular Dystrophy, Don was a member of the 
National Fraternity Alpha Tau Omega at UT-Martin and 
Orlando Jaycee for many years. Don served as Chapter 
President of the Orlando Jaycees and was active on a 
state level, helping chapters with fund raising. Don also 
served as a chapter advisor for the ATO’s at University 
of Central Florida. 

Don was survived by his son Francis, his mother Wilma 
and his brother Dan.S

I Heard your Voice in the Wind Today 

I heard you voice in the wind today 
and I turned to see you face; 

The warmth of the wind caressed me 
as I stood silently in place. 

I felt your touch in the sun today 
as its warmth filled the sky; 

I closed my eyes for your embrace 
and my spirit soared high. 

I saw your eyes in the window pane 
as I watched the falling rain; 

It seemed as each raindrop fell 
It quietly said your name. 

I held you close in my heart today 
it make me feel complete; 

You make have died…but you are not gone 
you will always be a part of me. 

As long as the sun shines … 
the wind blows … 
the rain falls … 

You will live on inside of me forever 
for that is all my heart knows. 

—Unknown



LINKS	FOR	MORE	INFORMATION	
Membership	Form	-	http://www.fljcisenate.org/membership-renew/	
Florida	JCI	Senate	Products	-		http://www.fljcisenate.org/forms/products/	
Florida	JCI	Senate	registration	forms	-	http://www.fljcisenate.org/registration/	
Florida	JCI	Senate	Press	Release	-	http://www.fljcisenate.org/press-releases/	
4th	Quarter	registration	form	-https://www.fljcisenate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Year-End-
Registration-St.-Augustine-2.pdf

Frank Hartzell #44707 
Hal Williams #43912 
Kelly Koch #69508 
Tom Johnson FR#86 
President Dawne  
        Sutherland #68900 
Caryn "CC" Ackerman #62039 
Brett Hogan #79097 

Mike Souther #77173 
Jaci Newmark #56368 
Bill Craft #36216 
BJ Craft #45900 
Jim Warren #42572 
Cindy Brandel #54928 
Mark Brandel #49789

Welcome New Senator in Florida 
Brett Hogan #79097 

On	 February	 4,	 2021	 Florida	 JCI	 Senate	
President	 Dawne	 Sutherland	 #68900	 and	
12	other	 Senators	 surprised	Past	President	
of	the	Lake	Placid	Jaycees	by	showing	up	at	
the	local	chapter	meeting	of	the	Lake	Placid	
Jaycees.	 The	 purpose	 of	 this	 surprise	 visit	
was	 to	 present	 Brett	 Hogan	 with	 his	
Senatorship.	

Brett	 not	 only	 is	 a	 past	 president	 of	 the	
Lake	 Placid	 Jaycees,	 he	 served	 as	 a	 Vice	
President	of	JCI	Florida	for	two	years	and	in	
2018	he	was	the	President	of	JCI	Florida.	

Brett’s	 local	 chapter	 had	 this	 to	 say	 about	
Brett.	 He	 has	 inspired	 so	 many	 people	 to	
better	themselves	and	to	become	a	Jaycee.	
He	has	done	more	 for	 the	 community	and	
the	 Jaycees	 than	 anyone	 that	 they	 have	
known.	 He	 gives	 more	 to	 the	 world	 than	
what	 the	world	gives	him.	Brett	 joined	 the	
Lake	 Placid	 Jaycees	 in	 August	 2014	 at	 the	
age	 of	 29	 and	 he	 serves	 as	 the	 Battalion	
Chief	 of	 the	Highlands	 County,	 Florida	 Fire	
and	 Rescue.	 Welcome	 to	 the	 Florida	 JCI	
Senate,	Brett.	

Pictured left is New Senator Brett Hogan and 
his mom,Donna Hogan who was present for 
the surprise. Below are all the Senators 
present and pics at the bottom are of the post 
meeting celebration with JCI Lake Placid 
(Jaycees) as well as Senators who came to 
visit.

http://www.fljcisenate.org/membership-renew/
http://www.fljcisenate.org/forms/products/
http://www.fljcisenate.org/registration/
http://www.fljcisenate.org/press-releases/
https://www.fljcisenate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Year-End-Registration-St.-Augustine-2.pdf
https://www.fljcisenate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Year-End-Registration-St.-Augustine-2.pdf


Welcome Back Senator – 

I m e t P a u l H u l l , 
Senator #62650 when 
he and I were both 
a t t e n d i n g t h e 
J a c k s o n v i l l e 
Outstanding Young 
Professional Awards 
Program, sponsored 

by the Jacksonville Jaycees. I asked our new 
Regional Director of Region 4, Brad Jens to contact 
him about renewing his dues for this 2020-2021 
“Because We Still Believe” year and he did. We 
welcome you back to the Florida JCI Senate and 
hope that we will continue to see you. I asked Paul to 
share his Jaycee story with me so that I could share it 
with you, the Florida JCI Senate. 

Paul joined the Jacksonville Jaycees in 1989, 
becoming active in the mid-1990s. Paul’s first elected 
posit ion in the Jacksonvil le was Individual 
Development Vice President and ultimately was 
chapter President in 2000. The Jacksonville Jaycee 
Chapter was highly decorated before, during and 
after his presidency, winning several chapter and 
individual awards. Paul shared that he was blessed 
to the serve the Jaycees locally in an era in which 
they had a lot of remarkable, committed leaders. As 
for his year as President, Paul said that his fellow 
Jaycees made the experience great. The chapter 
was highly supportive of his theme that year – “2000 
in 2000,” an effort to help 2,000 kids in tangible ways. 
It meant the world to him as a native of Jacksonville 
who had spent his formative years in foster care in 
the city to help others. During his year as President, 
Paul was instrumental in the formation of the 
Jacksonville Jaycees Community Foundation, which 
still exists today to facilitate the efforts of the local 
chapter, of which Paul is still a member of the Board. 
In 2002 at a Florida Jaycee Conference in Haines 
City, Paul was presented with his Senatorship by 
Jacksonville Past Presidents Rob Lynn and Brian 
Smith. Some of Paul’s fondest memories of state and 
national conventions were from competing in Speak 
Up – He said he won some and lost some, but it was 
great fun and helped me grow. 

During Paul’s years as an active Jaycee, he worked 
in the Florida Senate as a legislative staffer. He did 

this for 15 years and then moved on to government 
relations from the perspective of an advocate. After 
lobbying for a college for a year, Paul was hired by 
the American Cancer Society in 2002 to run its 
Florida advocacy operation and he has been with 
ACS ever since. His role has expanded over the 
years and now he manages the advocacy field 
operations for 25 states. 

When the question of retirement was asked, this was 
his response. “Like many others, I’m sure, once I 
turned 50, I started fantasizing about retirement every 
day. I’ve still got some professional gas left in the 
tank, however. Plus, I enjoy engaging in issues and 
campaigns that impact the way on cancer before 
state legislatures and Congress. It is exciting to be a 
part of the progress, whether it’s facilitating research 
appropriations or improving public policy that impacts 
people’s lives.” After nearly 30 years since he earned 
a Master’s degree in Public Administration, with a 
significant break in between, Paul is fairly close to 
completing a Ph.D. in Public Policy. He used the 
COVID shutdown year to finally get in high gear, 
pursuing that long-standing dream virtually. 

Paul plans to do some academic writing and some 
college teaching in the waning years of his career, 
and perhaps, during his retirement. Paul and his wife 
Holly have a blended family. Together they have six 
children, all but one of whom are grown. They live in 
Saint Johns, Florida with two of their girls and a bevy 
of animals. 

When I asked Paul why he joined the Jaycees, he 
said, "I originally joined the Jaycees for networking 
and leadership growth opportunities. I stayed and 
became active because, in addition to those things, I 
made some lasting friendships while also making an 
impact in my community. Looking back on the 
experiences makes me realize that what I ultimately 
learned was that what you do for others is really what 
is important. That’s certainly reflected in the Jaycee 
Creed and really is the spirit of the Jaycees. I 
renewed my Senate dues after all these years 
because old friends reached out, which is exactly 
what long-time Jaycees should be doing for one 
another.” 

Thank you, Paul Hull, Senator #62650 for sharing 
your story. We look forward to seeing you again 
soon. 



BRONZE ($100.00) 
Jim Aldal 
Mick Aleno (DEC) 
Rick Anglickis 
Frank (DEC) & Carol Atkinson 
Harvey & Beth Barash 
Robert “Bob” Barber 
Bo & Margaret Bowers 
Ed (DEC) & Nancy Bulger 
Paul & Katy Carpenella 
Pat & Kit Caruso 
Robert & Phyllis Chillcott 
Steve Churchwell 
Kat Collins 
Douglas Conlin 
Tom & Joanie Cramer 
Eric Crews 
Donald Crisp 
Bianca Deal 
Romeo Delapaz 
Al Dorsett 
Willie Douglass 
Bob Dytkowski 
Patsy Edmondson 
Mel Fickas 
Martin Fischer 
Scott Gabrielson 
Bill Granby (Dec) 
Fred Heinemann  
Alan Hancock 
Emily Hancock 
Susan Hatcher 
Joan Hazelett 
Fred Hoffmeier 
Mike & Heather Holliday 
Cheryl Hyman 
Marcia Jacobs (DEC) 
Bonnie Miller Krone 
Vincent Lentini 
Santa Lelchuk 
Scott and Stacy Link 
Bill Mills (DEC) 
David Mitchell 
Diane Neralic 
Ken & Lucy Novak 

Jim (DEC) & Dauph Poe 
John & Deb Price 
Region 9 FL Senate 
Arthur Riddlesworth 
Lonnie & Madeline Robinson 
Phill Rodgers 
Melvin Routt (DEC) 
Mike Sawyer 
Irene Shanley 
David Smith (DEC) 
Dee Stone 
Merek Sutherland 
Skyla Sutherland 
Karen Thomson 
Jim Warren 
Alton Weekley 
  

SILVER ($500.00) 
Larry Ackerman (DEC) 
Randy Avon 
Peter Bakos 
Warren & Cathy Brown 
John & Martha Childs 
Ken Clements 
Mark Harrow 
Higginbotham Companies, Inc. 
Terry Jones 
Kathy Kampman 
Charlie Koon (DEC.) & Lori Koon 
Ken (DEC) & Sharon Miller 
Deborah Moore 
Andrew Moos 
Alex Morton 
Kim Newlin 
Ed Olowin, Jr. 
Willie and Janet Orr 
Victor & Shirley Regan 
Doyle Sewell 
Brian Stamler 
Larry Tomsic 
Marty Wase 
John Whitmore Memorial 

GOLD ($1,000) 
Barry (DEC) & Dee Dee     

Batterman 

Aubrey “Fossil” Covington (DEC) 
Bill & BJ Craft 
Don Ebbitt 
Florida JCI Senate 
C. Richard Harrow Mem. 
Hospitality Sales Solution, Inc. 
Bill Hossman 
Kelly Koch 
Larry Lipsey (DEC) 
Yvonne Sewell 
Dawne Sutherland 
Randy Windham 
  

PLATINUM ($2,500) 
Mark & Cindy Brandel 
Paul Chesler 
Cecil Deal 
Jay Edmondson 
Kay Elliott 
Florida Jaycee Gator Corps 
Mike & Marsha Phillips 
Rob & Marge Saunders 
Hal Williams 
  

DIAMOND ($5,000) 
Jaci Newmark 
  

DOUBLE DIAMOND ($6,000) 
Ron Whitmore 
  

TRIPLE DIAMOND ($7,500) 
Stephen Sutherland 

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS 
($20,000) 
C. Richard Harrow 
Cactus Jack Sewell Memorial 
Doug White Memorial  
Lakeland Jaycees 
Florida Jaycees/Florida 
Jayceettes

FLORIDA JCI SENATE FOUNDATION 
A 501(C)(3) CHARITABLE 

ORGANIZATION  
LEVELS OF GIVING 
As of April 15, 2021 



Florida JCI Senate 
Foundation 

Steve Sutherland #27073  
President 

By the time you read this 
article, hopefully, you will have received your 
COVID19 vaccine. COVID19 has taken a toll on 
friends, neighbors and Senators, most recently Rob 
Ray of Maryland and Elizabeth Benka of Virginia. 
Things are opening up but we still must be vigilant. 

The Foundation held their elections meeting in 
February with the following to serve as elected 
officers and trustees. 

President  Steve Sutherland 
Vice President Kay Elliott 
Secretary  Kelly Koch 
Treasurer  Ken Clements 
Trustees  Doyle Sewell        Paul Chesler 
   Ron Whitmore     Jaci Newmark 
   Jay Edmondson   Bill Craft 
   Randy Windham  Cecil Deal 
   Yvonne Sewell 
We were able to raise almost $2500 in donations 
and fundraising at the February meeting. Special 
thanks to Cecil Deal, Chair and his committee for 
the great job with the silent auction. Many thanks to 
the following in no special order for their 
contributions and donations: Bill Hossman, Patricia 
Plount, Bianca and Cecil Deal, Kay Elliott, Yvonne 
Sewell, Steve Sutherland, Jay Edmondson, Bill 
Craft, Mike and Marsha Phillips, Scott Link, Jaci 
Newmark, Don Duffy, Lori Koon, Ken Clements, 
Jane Siglar, Jules Cutshaw, Peggy Sewell, Dee 
Stone, Kimmy and Mark Harrow, Kathy Collins, Tom 
Johnson, Mark and Cindy Brandel, Deb and John 
Price, Don Ebbitt, Emily Harrow, Jim Warren, Dawne 
Sutherland, Kelly Koch, and Shirley Regan. Without 
your devotion to the Foundation we would be unable 
to give out the scholarships that we do. 

Randy Windham, our scholarship chair has 
announced our scholarship recipients for this year 
as follows: 

1.C. Richard Harrow Memorial 
Scholarship 

Jenny Nguyen of Port St. Lucie 

2. Florida Jaycees/ 
Jayceettes Scholarship 

Thomas Filegar of 
Wildwood 

3.Lakeland Jaycees Scholarship 

Jordan Keller of Lady Lake 

4. Doug White Memorial 
Scholarship 

Erin Link of Springhill 

5.Cactus Jack Sewell Memorial 
Scholarship 

Kaitlyn Berger of Palm City 

6. Florida Foundation 
Scholarship 

Dominick Cotoni of Cape 
Coral 

7.Vo-Tech Scholarship 

Hunter Woodby of Vero Beach 

Our Treasurer will advise on or about May 15 as to 
whether we will be able to give out an 8th 
scholarship. Let’s hope so. 

Hopefully we will see everybody at year end in St. 
Augustine. 

Bee Safe.



UPCOMING SENATE EVENTS:   
APRIL 22-25, 2021	 REGION IV CALABASH ON THE ROAD, COCOA BEACH, FL 

MAY 21-23	 	 FLORIDA YEAR END CONVENTION, ST AUGUSTINE, FL 

JUNE 13-18, 2021	 US ICI SENATE NATIONAL CONVENTION, VIRGINIA BCH, VA 

The publication in its original  
email form is an  

official publication of the  
Florida JCI Senate. 

Marsha Phillips #47528  
Editor 

Irene Shanley #65316 
Publisher

Above and right Florida travels to 
Pigeon Forge,TN for Region VII 
Meeting and to West Virginia for 
the MAI Region II/III meeting.

While we could not all gather in these times, we can all wish Cheryl 
Hyman and Bill Hossman all the best as they start their married life.

Foundation awards and Recognition
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