
HAPPY 2022! 

We are now past the halfway point 

of our JCI Senate year! Time flies 

when were having fun and making a 

difference in the world.   

The past six months have been in-

teresting, exciting, and full of activi-

ties as you will see as you read 

through this issue of Chambers.  

Besides our in-

state scheduled 

events, many of 

us attended Cel-

ebrations of 

Life, Fall Frolic 

in VT, the Re-

gion IV Peach 

Bash in Jekyll 

Island, GA, and 

a Halloween social. Several of us 

went to Alabama for their senate 

meeting and Bill & I traveled to VA 

for their Senate meeting and some 

much-needed R&R with family for 

Thanksgiving.   

Then there was December! What a 

fun day at Rodeheavers Boys Ranch, 

where sev-

eral of our 

agile mem-

bers played 

outside 

games with 

the boys. 

Each boy 

was pre-
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sented a stocking 

of gifts and our Senate group pre-

sented a check to Director Brad for 

repairs to the Jaycee cottage. After-

wards “Craft Flight I-95” flew to Hol-

lywood just in time to serve as elves 

for Santa and Ms. Claus in the Holly-

wood Christmas Parade!  Breakfast 

with the Claus’s and Regions 12 & 

13 members the next morning was 

so fun and relaxing.  December 18th 

FL Senators laid wreaths in four cem-

eteries in FL to honor military veter-

ans on Wreaths Across America day.  

Then Sunday was a day to enjoy a 

Regional brunch.   

What a great seven months of our 

Fun Fabulous Florida year!  Thank 

you to everyone who made these 

events possible! Congratulation to 

our newest RD Marty Fischer #63177 

from Region 12, newest Life Member 

#181 A. Joel Gaston #22122, the 

award winners for second quarter, 

Project Chair Yvonne Sewell FR#50, 

Regional Director Jim Warren 

#42572 and Officer Mike Sawyer 

#36403, our Secretary.   

We are pleased to welcome our new-

est members.  I have listed them on 

page 7 of this issue.  In all this year, 

sixteen new members have joined., 

and renewals were over 90% for the 

year.   

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT  

B.J. CRAFT #45900 

[Continued on next page] 

AT THE PEACH BASH—
With NVP Larry MacQ, 
and Jay. 

SENATE BUNCH SUPPORTING 
RODEHEAVER 
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With the beginning of 2022, we are looking forward 

to the biggest project of our year - the US JCI Sen-

ate Winter Board in Melbourne January 20 -23, 

2022. Chairman Bill Hossman #41293 and his com-

mittee have been working hard to make this a great 

event. We need your help.  If you have not signed up 

to help, please do so immediately.  

Our third quarter Winter Meeting at the Sheraton 

Hotel in Maitland begins Thurs., February 17th. We 

are looking forward to having our National AVP Su-

san Hatcher #58143, Treasurer Hal Williams 

#43912, and Region IV NVP Larry MacQuirter 

#67377 with us. Our Pet Project of the quarter will 

be Rodeheavers Boy’s Ranch in Palatka.  

Please make your hotel reservations early and get 

your registration in to Treasurer Cindy Brandel 

#54928 by the February 3rd deadline.  Do not for-

get that if you are planning to run for the FL JCI 

Executive Board for 2022-23, you need to look at 

COB Dawne’s article in this issue. 

As you can see from the pictures in this Chamber’s 

issue, we have been busy and having a wonderful 

time. Thanks to my Photographer Yvonne Sewell 

FR#50, and to Marsha Phillips #47528, Mike Sawyer 

#36403, Dawne Sutherland #68900 and others, in-

cluding Editor John Price #36383 who have contrib-

uted to all the activity photos. Thank you for being 

there for these special moments 

For the next few months there will be many opportu-

nities to get together with other Senators in FL dur-

ing regional events and projects, as well as national 

events.  They are listed at the end of this newsletter. 

One of these is the Calabash in March where we 

elect our NVP.  If you have never attended, you 

should go. It is so much fun and on the beach!  As 

our FL Regionals are set, we will send out infor-

mation through the Florida Blast.  

Just recently I had the opportunity to meet an older, 

but young-at-heart FL Senator who has joined our 

Senate organization for the first time.  He left such 

positive impression on me with his feelings about 

being a JCI Senator and now a member. This says it 

all - “Kindness is a passport that opens doors and 

fashions friends.  It softens hearts and molds rela-

tionships that can last lifetimes.” 

Please come and join us in the Fun Fabulous Florida 

JCI Senate! 

      
 BJ   

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT  

[Continued from pg. 1] 

FLORIDA BASH  
DAYTONA BEACH—OCT. 1-3, 2021 

GRISLY CUSTOM-
MADE APRON—Bash 
chair Yvonne Sewell 
gets into the Hallow-
e’en theme. 

HOSPITALITY—The UF/UK football game on 
TV seems to be of little interest to the Bash 
crowd. 

DINNER IS SERVED—NVP Larry MacQ is first 
in line to enjoy the feast. 

BABE MAGNET—Florida’s “Johnny’s Angels” 
chapter is formed around our newest mem-
ber, Past Nat’l. Pres. John Robinson. 

KEEP OUT—CRIME SCENE?—Enjoy 
these munchies at your own risk! 



Happy New Year! I can’t believe that the Senate year 

is half over but there is still so much for us to do in 

2022! And my chairman are still working hard to 

make this Fun and Fabulous year great.  

Just to look back on the past 

few months, I went to Kathy 

Pumphrey’s Region 6 “Dare 

to Scare” Halloween event 

and we all had a great time 

at her house and collected 

food for the Wildwood Food 

Pantry. Then of course, two 

great events I was at in De-

cember. The Rodeheaver’s 

Boys Ranch Field Day where 

we got to visit with the boys 

on the Ranch, gave them 

Christmas gifts and donated 

to the renovation of the Jaycee Cottage. On Decem-

ber 18, “Wreaths Across America” where I teamed 

up with Peggy and Doyle Sewell, Shirley Regan, Har-

vey and Beth Barash, Marty Fischer and Cheryle and 

Scott Jacobs to lay over 200 wreaths, then off to 

brunch to share friendship and food. Thanks to Peg-

gy for coordi-

nating this 

memorable 

event 

throughout 

Florida.  

Enough 

about the 

past, this 

year we look 

to the future 

with great 

anticipation. 

First up, is the National Winter Board Meeting in 

Melbourne that we are hosting, I hope that you all 

come out for that. Our next State meeting is Febru-

ary 18-20 in Maitland. The registration form is on 

the website. Please plan on attending, even if you 

have not been to a Conference this year, you are in-

vited to attend for Fun & Games.  

MANAGEMENT VICE PRESIDENT  

JACI NEWMARK #56368 

At the February meeting the drawing of all the “Let’s 

Play” Reverse Raffle tickets will be done Saturday 

afternoon with prizes for 1st pull, every 50th pull and 

the last 5 tickets drawn. If you do   not have your 

tickets yet, please con-

tact an Executive 

Board member, $5 

each or 3 for $10. We 

will be selling them up 

to Friday night in Mait-

land.  

Thanks to Scott Link, 

Kathy Pumphrey and 

my husband, Keith 

Adams for selling the 

raffle and Sweep-

stakes tickets at our 

meeting in November. 

Also, to Scott Jacobs for selling products - he can still 

take orders for shirts, caps, license plates, jackets or 

anything you want with the Florida JCI Senate logo.  

Big thank you to my Future Directions Chairman, Dee 

Stone, for working on ideas for the future of our or-

ganization. Executive Board, please fill out the ques-

tionnaire Dee gave out at the 2nd Quarter 

Conference. It is up to us to improve on 

our great organization. Lastly to Melanie 

Fickas who is now doing “triple” duty as 

JCI Liaison/Return the Favor Chairman 

and Pet Project Chair. If you have not 

done so, consider writing up your “Jaycee 

Story”. We will put this into a book to pre-

serve our history for our future.  

So, you see, we have so much to do in 

2022! Come out to a next Conference in 

Maitland. Bring a friend that has not come 

in a long time. Let’s get more Senators 

involved in our Fun, Fabulous Florida. See you real 

soon… 

  Jaci 

SO MUCH TO DO IN 2022! 

MGT. VP JACI’S GROUP PREPARES TO LAY WREATHS 

SENATE OFFICERS AT RODEHEAVER—Led by President BJ, the Executive 
Committee presents a check to help pay for renovating  the Jaycee 
Cottage. 



Happy New Year FL JCI Senate, 

As always there are people to thank for their 

help during our 2nd Quarter Meeting: 

Melanie Fikas, Patsy Edmond-

son, Cheryl Hyman, Yvonne 

Sewell, Emily Harrow, Patricia 

Plount and finally our bakers 

for their delicious goodies.  If I 

have missed anyone…so sorry. 

In February we will be celebrat-

ing two events-Mardi Gras, Friday and Valen-

tine’s Day.  Bring your clothing and props for 

the evenings.    

Saturday is a dinner by the hotel and Senate/

Business attire is requested.  There will be fun 

and games Saturday evening, too. 

This is your chance to preview a hotel that is in 

competition to host a National 

meeting in 2024.   

 

 

 
 Yours in Senate Friendship, 
 
 Kathy “Kat” Collins, 64926 
 Admin. VP, FL JCI Senate 

ADMINISTRATIVE VICE PRESIDENT  

KATHY COLLINS #64926 

  As of this writing, you should have received 

five issues of the Florida Blast.  The intent is to 

keep you informed of events happening with 

the Florida JCI Senate.  I hope we have been 

successful in achieving this goal.  While I have 

enjoyed putting it together, it has been a chal-

lenge as much of the information to be pub-

lished is received or discovered at the last mi-

nute. If you have something that should appear 

in the Florida Blast, please send it to me at 

mikesf3@gmail.com.  The deadline for submis-

sions is noon on the last day of the month.  

Please note that the Florida Blast does not 

come out in the months that the Chambers is 

published. 

At the beginning of the administrative year, we 

“TAKE A MINUTE”—SECRETARY’S REPORT  

MIKE SAWYER #36403 

were mailing out 40 hard copies of the Cham-

bers to Senators who did not have emails.  

Now, we are down to 28 Senators without email 

address.  This means that less than 1% 

(actually .086%) do not have email address.  

When you take in account how large our active 

membership is, this is quite remarkable.   

Finally, I am humbled and honored that I was 

recognized as the Outstanding Officer for the 

second quarter by President BJ.  It was quite a 

surprise and I thank all of the program manag-

ers for making this happen.   

Until our next meeting, enjoy the three F’s:   

         Fun, Fabulous, Florida. 

Mike 

about:blank


Happy New Year! 

I’m hoping that everyone had a very merry Christ-

mas and the happiest of New Years! 

As I contemplate what to talk about in this article, I 

think about friendships.  I was fortunate enough to 

spend ringing in the New Year with some of my clos-

est friends.  Most of those friends were formed 

through my involvement with the Jaycees and the 

Senate.  Others were a by-product, if you will. 

By staying involved, I have been fortunate enough to 

form new friendships and continue to grow others.  I 

hope that you are staying in touch with your Jaycee 

family & friends.  Do you find yourself wondering 

what others are up to these days?  I challenge you to 

come to a meeting or an event – see who is there – 

invite a Senator to join you.   

As I am sure that you will read in previous articles of 

this publication; we had several wonderful communi-

ty service events that happened.  Do you miss those 

days?  Join us as we continue to make a difference in 

our communities (just without the CPG’s!) 

Our March dues billing will be upon us quickly, I 

have listed those that are due for renewal below: 

Vicki Aitken    Robert Blair  Linda Blanchard 

Kit Caruso    JR Clark  Eric Crews 

Julia Cutshaw    Sonny Diblasi  James Dubose 

Dave Edleman    Joe Goldberg  Amanda Goodhue 

Tooter Gray    Bill Hagarty  James Heffner      

Mitchell Hill    Brett Hogan  Heather Holliday     

Michael Holliday    Mark Holt  Brad Jens 

Lori Koon      Douglas Learn Larry W. Miller 

Jane Sigler      Alan Sokol  Nancy Spicer 

Stephen Spurlin      Andrew Stansfield Kay Stump 

Dianne Sturgis      Pam White 

 
Renewal dues are $40 and can be mailed to:   

Cindy Brandel #54928,  

2525 NE 131st Lane, 

Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Dues can also be paid through the Zelle app using:  

cindybrandel54928@gmail.com 

We also accept Paypal - link can be found on our 

website at:  fljcisenate.org 

Want to come see us?  Join us in Melbourne Jan. 

21st – 23rd, 2022 as we host the US JCI Senate Win-

ter Board Meeting and then again in February 18th – 

20th in Maitland as we host our 3rd qtr. Senate Meet-

ing.  I challenge you to come visit us.  Let’s continue 

to build our group of friends! 

 

Cindy Brandel #54928 
FL JCI Senate Treasurer 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

CINDY BRANDEL #54928 

PEACH BASH  
JEKYLL ISLAND, GA—OCT. 21-24, 2021 

FAR-FLUNG FRIENDSHIPS—FL senators mingle with na-
tional officers and Georgia hosts. 

HISTORIC JEKYLL BUS TOUR 

ALL SMILES—Marty Wase of 
NC  (& FL) and Kay Elliott. 

WHERE’S THE ENGINE?—
Mike Phillips mounts the 
display cart and looks like 
he’s trying to figure out 
how to start it. 
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As we welcome the new year of 2022, it is hard to 

believe that half of the Year of the Pineapple and a 

theme of Fun, Fabulous Florida is over and that we 

are planning for the next year. Serving in leadership 

roles of our great organization helps one understand 

our history and helps us plan for the future. 

 One of the roles of the Chairman of the Board is to 

oversee the nominations and elections for the next 

Senate Administration. The Florida JCI Senate has a 

Nominating Committee established by the By-Laws 

of the Florida JCI Senate. Per the By-Laws: “The 

charge to the Nominating Committee shall be to re-

view those Senators wishing to run for office on the 

Executive Board of the FLJCI SENATE, INC. This com-

mittee will be non-political and shall review each 

Senator in respect of past performance and ability to 

perform the tasks of the office sought. Top priority 

being to recommend a slate of officers that will have 

the dedication and ability to serve in the best inter-

est and tradition of the FLJCI SENATE. INC.” The 

slate of candidates will be presented at the Winter 

Board Membership Meeting of the Florida JCI Senate 

in February. 

Candidates declaring for the Florida JCI Senate 

elected office of President, Management Vice Presi-

dent, Administrative Vice President, Treasurer or 

Secretary must submit a filing fee. The filing fee for 

President is $50 and all other positions are $25 

each. If you are considering running for an office, 

please contact me or our Florida Advisor Don Ebbitt 

as soon as possible. We would like to know your in-

tentions by February 1 so that we can establish the 

remainder of the Nominating Committee. Your filing 

fees should be submitted to me prior to the Board of 

Directors Meeting on Friday, February 18, 2022. On 

that Friday evening, you should be prepared to be 

interviewed by the Nominating Committee. The actu-

al time and location will be posted at our meeting. If 

you have any questions, please contact me. 

 Just to remind the current Regional Directors – You 

are responsible for holding nominations and election 

of a new Regional Director prior to the annual meet-

ing. There should be an election for each Region at 

least three weeks before the meeting in order for the 

new name badges to be ready. 

 In Senate Friendship and Fellowship, 

 Dawne 

 "Because We Still Believe" 

 Dawne Sutherland #68900 

 FLJCI Senate 51st President 

 850-510-0809 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  

DAWNE SUTHERLAND #68900 

As per Article XIII Amendments of the Bylaws require a 
two-week written notice to our membership.  A vote will be 
taken at our Winter Conference on February 19, 2022, to 
address two housekeeping items in our current Bylaws.  

Amend the wording in Article VIII Elections, Section  
8.1 a) to read as a complete sentence.   

“The priority of the committee shall be to recommend a 
slate of officers that will have the dedication and ability to 
serve in the best interest and tradition of the FL JCI SEN-
ATE, INC.” 

 Amend the BYLAWS ADOPTION, AMENDMENT 
 AND REVISION DATES: to read as follows: 

 
 FLJCI SENATE, INC. BYLAWS ADOPTED:  MAY 

17, 2014 
 ANNUAL MEETING – INTERNATIONAL PALMS 

 RESORT, COCOA BEACH, FL. 
 DON EBBITT #58601 – PRESIDENT FLJCI SEN
 ATE, INC.—NANCY JEWELL #64288 – SECRETARY
 FLJCI SENATE, INC. 

 
AMENDED:  AUGUST 9, 2014 

 AUGUST CONFERENCE – ST. AUGUSTINE, FL. 
 HAL WILIAMS #43912 – PRESIDENT, FLJCI SENATE, 

INC.—BILL HOSSMAN #41293 – SECRETARY, 
FLJCI SENATE, INC. 

 
AMENDED:  FEBRUARY 20, 2021 

 WINTER CONFERENCE – COCOA BEACH, FL. 
 DAWNE SUTHERLAND #68900 – PRESIDENT FLJCI 

SENATE, INC.—DEB PRICE #71777 – SECRETARY, 
FLJCI SENATE, INC. 

       
 Bill Craft, Chairperson 

BYLAWS REVIEW & REVISION  
B ILL  CRAFT  #36216 ,  CHA IR  



WELCOME NEW SENATOR!  

Mindy Fels joined 

the Hollywood Jay-

cees in 2011! She 

has been at the 

forefront of nearly 

every project we 

have run.  

When she became 

Chapter President 

in 2015 she 

brought our chap-

ter back to the top, 

running a variety of 

new projects, while 

still bettering our longstanding projects. Her mar-

keting skills and creativity bought a new spin on 

everything we do. 

She is currently the President of JCI Florida but still 

keeps JCI Hollywood (Jaycees) close to her heart.    

Mindy was elected president of JCI Florida in 2020, 

but COVID struck, and she spent nearly a month in 

the hospital fighting it.  She overcame, and was of-

fered the opportunity to continue as president in 

2021. 

Professionally, Mindy is the Training & Professional 

Development Specialist at Off Lease Only in 

Broward, a firm specializing in the sales of previ-

ously leased vehicles. 

We are so happy to have her as our newest Florida 

JCI Senator #79578. 

[Editor’s Note:  Dawne Sutherland also contributed to this 

article.] 

WHAT A GIFT!—Mindy receives her sen-
ate award at the “Grinchmas” gift ex-
change from Debra Jeanne Gronvold. 

By Debra Jeanne Gronvold #52883 

WELCOME NEW  

LIFE MEMBER!  

WELCOME! 

 To the Newest Members of the FL JCI Senate 

  Mary Ann Johnston  #65901   North Port, FL 

  Mike Probyn   #49285  Chapin, SC 

  Amy Probyn   #59383  Chapin, SC 

  John Robinson  #55768  Clearwater, FL 

    Past National President   

  Lynn Whalen   #44712  Bradenton, FL 

In Honor & Remembrance of Those Who Have  

Gone Before Us 

We remember our beloved Senate friends  . . . . 

 LM #67 David Todd #36840         Passed:  12/6/21 

 LM #60 J. Terryl Bechtol #23081        Passed: 12/19/21 

 Terry Jenkins #49803          Passed:  12/22/21 

 Donald Skole #7735          Passed: 12/20/21 

 George Grant #41118                 Passed:  3/15/21 

LIFE MEMBER #181—Joel Gaston #22122, a former 
Crestview Jaycee, receives his Life Member Award and 
pin from President BJ in an informal ceremony January 
4, in Pensacola.  Among those also in attendance were 
Gaston’s wife, Diane, and First Gentleman Bill Craft. 

COMINGS & GOINGS 
PRESIDENT B.J. CRAFT #45900 



Splash Down in Florida 

U.S. JCI Senate Winter Board Meeting 

Melbourne, January 20-23, 2022 

CHAIRMAN BILL HOSSMAN #41239 

In 2 weeks, it is here, we will be hosting the U S JCI 

Senate Winter Board Meeting in Melbourne, FL. We 

want you to join us along with 300 plus of your 

close’s fellow JCI Senators as we “Splash Down in 

Florida” January 20 – 23, 2022.  

For this to be the success that Fl JCI Senate is 

known for we need you to help. We have an amazing 

committee working on this: 

• My co-chairs Steve Sutherland #27073, Kay Elliott 

#61747.  

• Hospitality Randy Windham #58263 

• Food Debra Jean Gronvold #52883 

• Registration Irene Shanley #65316  

• Hotel Jay Edmondson #41977 

• Manpower Mike Sawyer #36403  

• Treasurer Bill Craft #36216 

• Security Don Duffy #78415  

• Golfing John Price #36383  

There are plenty of opportunities for you to help. We 

need YOU.  

The host hotel is the Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place 

at 200 Rialto Place, Melbourne, FL. Our room blocks 

are full. We do have an overflow hotel, Courtyard by 

Marriot, 321-724-6400 JCI Senate group code.  

If rooms become available in the Hilton, you will be 

moved over. Make your hotel room reservations now. 

You do not want to wait to make your reservation. 

Registration forms are available on the FL JCI Sen-

ate website.  

If, after reserving your room, for some unfortunate 

reason you are not able to attend we ask that you do 

not cancel with the hotel. What we are asking is that 

you contact our hotel liaison Jay Edmondson 

#41977 at 352-223-8958 or at email 

jci41977@outlook.com to cancel or if you have any 

hotel issues. You can also email me at 

bill.hossman@gmail.com if you have any questions 

or concerns.  

 Thank You  

 Bill Hossman #41239 

2nd QUARTER MEETING   
TAMPA—NOV. 4-6, 2021 

NEWEST RD—Marty 
Fischer is sworn in as 
Region XII Director. 

SUCKING UP, BIG TIME—Region 
VIII RD Patte Plount has a huge 
box of gifts for the President 
wheeled in. 

OUTSTANDING 2ND QUARTER PERFORMERS—President BJ 
presents plaques to Secretary Mike Sawyer, Bash Chair Yvonne 
Sewell and Region XI RD Jim Warren. 

FRIDAY NIGHT TAILGATE PARTY-- 
Mel Fickas & Cecil Deal root for 
Scarlet Knights and Bulls respec-
tively. 

2 FOR 1?—
Looks like 
Hal Wil-
liams is 
tailgating 
for UF and 
NASCAR. 

JERSEY, PANTS & 
FOOTWEAR-Kelly 
Koch is definitely a 
Buckeye fan. 

HONORED GUEST—National President 
Mike Andrews came to Tampa bearing 
gifts. 

HOBNOBBIN’ WITH HAS-BEENS—Pres. 
Mike confers with Past Nat’l. Presidents  
Price, Robinson & Sutherland. 

(more photos on pg. 22) 
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REGIONAL DIRECTORS  

REGION I  JASMINE ALLEN #77174 

 

REGION IV BRAD JENS #76729 

NO REPORT 

NO REPORT 

Welcome to Region 6 of Fabulous Fun Florida!   Isn’t New Years an exciting time?   Maybe you are 

filled with hope of the future.  Or perhaps this year is already started with challenges.   Wherever 

you find yourself, on top of a mountain, trudging up the side, or hanging over a cliff by your finger-

nails, rest assured you are not alone. That’s a big advantage of being part of the Florida Senate 

family. We will celebrate with you.  We will cry with you.  We will do life with you.  We’re your peo-

ple.   

After two fabulous busy quarters in Region 6, we are just getting warmed up.    

 Getting started In January is the Region 6 Lazarus Project chaired by Ed Ford from Region 

6.  This will help to recruit medical and dental personnel for the Lazarus Clinic. 

 Region 6 Coming Together project is picking up speed.  

 Members of Region 6 will be attending both National and State Meetings this quarter.  

 We have region socials going on.   

Whether you live in Region 6 or are just passing through, you are always welcome!   

I hope 2022 becomes an incredible part of your story with the Florida Senate.   

 Kathy Pumphrey #57287 

 Region 6 Director 

REGION VI KATHY PUMPHREY #57287 



JCI Senate. 

I cannot thank everyone enough for all the support that you have given me this year. 

The regional event that was at the Tara Golf and Country Club, was super Grande. I was happy to see that so many 

people came and that we all had a very good time without having to go through a lot of 

preliminary work during the holiday season. 

A special shout-out for Jane Sigler, Bianca Deal, Cheryl Hyman, for getting the event mov-

ing for me while I was detained. 

President BJ. and Bill as always love you much and thanks 

for the support.  Patsy and Jay what can I say to Mr. And 

Mrs. Claus, so many special things pictures and comments 

and smiling faces not just from us but from everyone that 

attended in their own capacity. Thank you for being so gen-

erous to offer your time to attend and to be those special 

people we know you to be.  

Now down to business. Dues will be coming up again soon for some in the third quarter. 

We will be sending out reminders as soon as possible for anyone that is due. 

If you know of anyone that is already a senator and has not been part of our Region 8 

Senate please send me an e-mail of their name and if you have any information on them 

and we will try to encourage them to join us. 

A very safe, happy, and prosperous 2022. I hope everyone has a grand time at National. I'll see you in February. 

    Many blessings, 

    Mac says hi everyone 

    Patte, 

    Region VIII Director. 

 

P.S., Scott Link you'll have to check out my stories have a whole bunch of new pictures to share. LOL 

In memory:  T. Bubba, we all know you are making the Angel's laugh!  Miss you.  You were a friend to everyone.  

REGION VIII PATTE PLOUNT #77018 

FOR ME??—RD Patte has a gift for 
Patsy (alias Mrs. Claus) at the Re-
gion VIII holiday brunch. 

LIKE CHRISTMAS MORNING—
Cheryl tears into her gift from the 
RD. 

REGION VIII GROUP GATHERED WITH SANTA AROUND THE 
CHRISTMAS TREE AT THE TARA GOLF CLUB BRUNCH 



REGION XI   JIM WARREN #42572 

Senate News You Can Use! -Winter 2022 

There are several reasons to thank Region 11 members: 

 Great renewals all year! Once again, the members in the Southwest Region renewed in record numbers! I 

am thankful that everyone was healthy enough to  able to renew.  Wishing you stay healthy next year too 

 Thanks for doing your part during the Holidays! Riding to the other side of the state to attend a Holiday 

function is hard sometimes, but our members in the Southwest do their part for Community Service by 

helping with food drops, supporting the needy, and providing Santa Services for abused children families. 

Thanks for attending the Annual Christmas Open House for the region. While not always “official” pro-

jects, “Service to Humanity is  still “the best work of life” here. 

 

Upcoming Opportunities: 

 US JCI Winter Board Meeting in Melbourne, hosted by the FlJCI Senate -January 21st thru 23rd. Help 

needed to tend bar, security, etc. . Please consider volunteering your time to help us make this a success-

ful event.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4dada723a4ffc43-usjci 

 

 Florida JCI Senate Winter Board Meeting – This convention will be Feb 18-20 at the Sheraton Orlando 

North Hotel. Registration Deadline is 2/3/22 at www.fljcisenate.com 

 

 FLJCI Year End Convention ~ Melbourne, FL- May 13-15, 2022 – You can register and make reservations 

on the Florida JCI Senate website also. 

 

 Region 11 Annual Meeting & Elections -Now in the fourth quarter of the JCI Senate year, we are planning 

to have our Region 11 Annual Meeting & Elections in April. Site to be determined soon. We skipped this 

last year due to Covid. With 6 Counties, we will find a centrally located place to host it. All JCI Senators & 

Family in Southwest Florida will be invited! 

 

It has been a real Joy to represent you this year. Southwest is Best! 

 

Jim Warren  

Region 11 Director 2020-22 

Florida JCI Senate 

REGION XII  MARTY FISCHER #63177 

NO REPORT 

about:blank
about:blank


JCI LIAISON/RETURN THE FAVOR 

MELANIE FICKAS #77281 

At our November meeting, I had the honor of being 

asked to speak to the Jaycee women. Pres. Mindy 

wanted me to talk to the women about the beauty of 

being empowered as a woman. The beauty we as 

women have in us and the fact that as women, we 

are stronger together as we lift each other up, sup-

port each other and help each other be successful. 

As I grow older, I have found that these things are 

most  important. Having women in my corner to sur-

round me with their beauty, their love and their 

strength. We as older women should always be will-

ing to share this with our younger Jaycee women. 

They are still trying to find their way and we have 

already made that journey.  

What I saw in that meeting was encouraging in the 

fact that they were all willing to listen and exchange 

thoughts, fears and dreams. I gained not only new 

female allies, but also gained two new grandchil-

dren as well as a couple of new children. One of the 

things I said to these beautiful women was “Be the 

change, you want to see.”  

As women let us all be the change we want to see. 

Be the encourager, the shoulder, the mentor. The 

one who only looks down when she is helping some-

one up. Be the woman who leads by example. Who 

knows she is beautiful, who is humble, who is strong 

and empowered, but yet kind. Be the mentor.  

Thank you, Pres. Mindy, for giving me the opportuni-

ty to show those women they can be empowered, 

they can be strong, and they can be successful no 

matter the age. But they can also be respectful, kind 

and humble.   

Yvonne Sewell FR#50 was called upon last fall to “Return 

the Favor” to JCI-Florida.  She was joined by Past VA JCI 

Senate President Jackie Julien #74251, and they dis-

cussed the empowerment of young women.  Yvonne sub-

mitted the following report of her experience in Tampa. 

EMPOWERING WOMEN—
Yvonne Sewell (standing) 
and Jackie Julien lead the 
discussion during a Jaycee 
membership seminar in 
Tampa last November. 

TALKING MEMBERSHIP—Prior to Yvonne’s remarks, Florida 
Jaycees heard from JCI-USA Membership Director Danielle 
Fields of Georgia. 

ARE YOU BEAUTIFUL?—Empowerment includes confidence in 
yourself. 



JAYCEE CHRISTMAS PARADE 

& BREAKFAST W/SANTA  
HOLLYWOOD—DEC. 4-5, 2021 

PARADE ALL-STARS—Santa and Mrs. Claus are accompanied 
by elves Sharon Bearon, Pres. BJ, and First Gentleman Bill 
along with members of the Hollywood Jaycees. 

BREAKFAST BUNCH—Region 12 & 13 senators join Santa and Mrs. Claus for 
breakfast the morning following the parade. 

MY STORY 

Beth Barash #60049—My Jaycee experience began one night in 

1991 when my neighbor took me to a Miami Beach Jaycees/

Jaycee Women meeting. I never heard of the Jaycees before the 

meeting. When I went to the meeting I felt at home and I even 

knew many of the people in attendance. I sat there and I liked 

what I was hearing. The President of the Jaycee women was 

Laine Unger and her husband Artie was President of the Men. 

Both chapters had upcoming events that sounded like a good 

time.  

After the meeting both Lainie and Artie asked if anyone would 

like to join and I raised my hand and was sworn in that night. I 

worked on many projects with the Jaycee women and I enjoyed 

myself. I became a senator in 1999 just after the passing of my 

Dad. I thought that when I aged out of the Jaycees I wouldn't 

be busy but I was wrong. Since I have been a senator I have 

been more busy that I was with the Jaycee women. I have 

made some new friends and rekindled some old friendships. 



PRESIDENT’S PET PROJECT(S)  

MELANIE  F ICKAS #64926 ,  

On December 4, 2021  I joined Presi-

dent BJ Craft and other Senators and 

several Jaycees from Jacksonville in a 

visit to the Rodeheaver Boys' Ranch for 

their annual field day.  

Rodeheaver is the President’s Pet Pro-

ject for the 3rd Quarter meeting in Feb-

ruary in Maitland. 

We met several of the house parents 

who volunteer and live at the ranch 

and provide a loving and structured 

Christian home environment to the 

boys, many from a troubled home situation because 

of parental death, desertion, divorce, disability, or are 

at risk or insecure. All the boys attend the local 

school and help out around the ranch with horses, 

cows, pigs and other small animals  The boys also 

participate in the county 4 H program. 

Some of us got a tour of one of the houses that is due 

to be remodeled shortly, including one that was origi-

nally established by the Jaycees.  There are bed-

rooms and bathrooms for the boys to share as well 

as a  living room, kitchen where the house parents 

and boys share family time and morning and after-

noon meals together. Dinner is served in the large 

dining hall with all the other boys at the ranch, 

house parents, and staff.   

Our Senators and Jacksonville Jaycees people along 

with the ranch staff played games with the boys on 

the field and others interacted with the smaller chil-

dren. We joined everyone for lunch in the dining hall, 

where we gave each boy a stocking with a gift card. 

President BJ also presented a check donation from 

the Senate to help with the remodeling of the house 

that was originally built by 

the Jaycees.  Some personal 

donations were also made.  

We walked away knowing that 

these boys were receiving all 

the help, and caring that is 

needed.  

The President’s Pet Pro-

ject for the Fourth Quar-

ter will be Wheelchairs 

4 Kids 

Eric Bryant of the 
Rodeheaver staff 
loves the camera. 

MY STORY 

JIM WARREN #42572—My older brother was a Jay-

cee who invited me to an “M” night. I felt pressured 

and so I refused...for 3 more years. Then, one night, I 

called my friends to go hang out, but they had joined 

the Jaycees, so I called my brother and joined right 

away. 

I must confess that I was impressed with the leader-

ship training.  Though the years, I learned skills that 

would enhance my life and ability to be successful. In 

the Jaycees, I learned to use a “Chairman Planning 

Guide (CPG)” to run projects. Now, in my other in-

volvements (Church, Fire Dept., Boy Scouts, etc.), as 

well as my family life, I always use some form of CPG 

to plan. 

As a top recruiter, I spent several years speaking to 

prospect groups and doing one-on-one recruiting for 

the Jaycees. Now, as a successful Insurance Agent, 

I’ve spent the last 25 years speaking before senior 

groups and recruiting them to join health plans. 

I learned that “Service to Humanity is the Best Work 

Of Life”! The Community Service experiences have 

always helped me in other endeavors. The memories 

from the service projects are with me always. 

I recently attended the JCIUSA “100 Year Celebra-

tion” and came back impressed with the new genera-

tion of Jaycees. They yearned for more training and 

the organization is striving to give more to them. The 

mission has never changed – “Leadership Training – 

Individual and Management Development Through 

Community Service”. I would encourage any young 

adult today to get as involved as possible for the ben-

efits. JCIUSA is definitely “The Greatest Young Peo-

ples’ Organization in the World”, training tomorrow’s 

leaders today! 



and to everyone who came out that morning. 

Last, but certainly not least, is one of the more inte-

gral parts of my Marketing “portfolio” – Products.  

Your Management Team has worked hard to pro-

vide opportunities for members 

to be ‘styling”, and to proudly 

show off their love for the or-

ganization.  Speaking of 

“styling”, you don’t want to miss 

out on the opportunity to stay 

warm and dry at the Third Quar-

ter State Meeting in Maitland.  

Order your Senate Hoodie or 

Satin Jacket now, for delivery 

Friday Night in Maitland.   

Go to https://www.fljcisenate.org/forms/products/ 

for ordering information. 

Don’t forget, there are also, Caps, Car Magnets, 

License Plates, and License Plate Frames availa-

ble.  New Polos (proudly adorning the Senate Logo) 

are also in the works.  And…  and…  should there 

be a product you would like to have – i.e.:  pens, 

mugs, tote bags, etc. -- don’t hesitate to let me 

know. 

It’s hard to believe that there are no more pages to 

tear off of the calendar known as 2021.  But, it’s a 

new year, one filled with amazing promise.  Just 

think of what we can do in ’22!! 

Happy New Year!!  

As I sit down for the sixth time to try to “write” this 

article, I come to terms with the fact that every 

once in awhile, even I succumb to writers block.  

But just like the doctor ordered, I kept fighting, and 

worked my way through it. 

This time as it turns out, the coffee I am sipping is 

creating a little spark, as is the fact that I am going 

to be telling the tales of an organization I love – not 

to mention, the great things that have been going 

on. 

Things would be amiss, if I didn’t mention Break-

fast with Santa.  It was a great time had by all, 

held at one of my favorite places – Hollywood Jay-

cee Hall.  Thank you Debra Jeanne Gronvold 

#52883 for hosting such a wonderful event, one in 

which I got to catch up with so many friends 

(including the Senate’s own Santa and Mrs. Claus) 

And now, onto “great things”, such as Wreaths 

Across America.  I had the honor of participating 

once again, making sure that our fallen vets are 

never forgotten.  We laid 200 wreaths at the graves 

in our designated section, twice the record number 

we placed the year before.  A special word of thanks 

goes out to Peggy Sewell #64474, for all her work 

ensuring that the program went on; to State Man-

agement VP Jaci Newmark #56368, for helping to 

get the manpower out (at the South Florida site); 

P.R.  AND MARKETING REPORT  

Great Things Have Been Happening!! 

https://www.fljcisenate.org/forms/products/


FL JCI SENATE FOUNDATION  
STEVE SUTHERLAND #27073, PRESIDENT  

Our Grinchmas Foundation Fundraiser was a rousing success. Over 60 

individuals participated and with donations from the meeting earlier in 

the day, the Foundation received over $2,000. For those of you that were 

unable to be present, you missed a very uplifting time. Our Grinches for 

this year’s Grinchmas were JCI Florida who had a fun time with Senator 

Mel Fickas’s name badge. However, the Grinch Award of Honor goes to 

our USJCI Senate Administrative Vice President, Susan Hatcher who sub-

stituted a bottle of water in the Crown Royal Box that was ultimately 

“stolen” by Johnny Swank. Many thanks to the Grinches “elves” – Kay El-

liott, Yvonne Sewell, Jaci Newmark, Cheryl 

Hyman, Kathy Collins, and Kelly Koch – 

who helped make this a Foundation Suc-

cess. Thanks also to Mike Sawyer who 

brought his roommate (the Grinch) to the 

Party. 

Many thanks to the following November 

donors: Johnny and Brenda Swank, Kay 

Elliott, John and Deb Price, Emily Harrow, 

Mel and Melanie Fickas, Hal Williams, Cecil and Bianca 

Deal, Don Ebbitt, Jay Edmondson, Jaci Newmark, Ken 

Clements, Dawne Sutherland, Steve Sutherland, Jim 

Warren, Tracey Higginbotham, Cheryl Carlson, Carolyn 

Smith, Peggy Sewell, Dave Habershaw, Randy Avon, 

John Delia, Mike Andrews, and the Florida JCI Senate. 

Through their donations of at least $100 to the Foun-

dation, we enrolled several new members. Welcome 

John Delia, Johnny and Brenda Swank, and Mike An-

drews.  

Once again we are on course to award six merit scholarships and one Vo-tech scholar-

ship in 2022 (and perhaps even more). 

The Foundation will be having their annual Trustee and 

Officer Elections at our February meeting. If you are cur-

rently a member of the Foundation and inter-

ested in serving on the Foundation Board, 

please contact Jay Edmondson . 

We also will be having a “Silent Auction” 

Fundraiser at our February meeting. If you 

have some items to donate (to make room for 

the Christmas booty you received), please 

bring them to the February meeting. Get in 

touch with Kay Elliott for more details.  Wish-

ing you all happiness and success in 2022 

and thank you for supporting the Florida JCI 

Senate Foundation.   

THANK YOU (belatedly)!—Fred 
Heinemann, who now makes his 
home in Alabama, received his 
Bronze Award from President 
Steve in November. 

GRINCHMAS, WHERE HILARITY REIGNED—
National First Lady Linda Andrews takes tem-
porary possession of Mel Fickas’s previously 
lost name badge.  It took some doing for Mel 
to get it back. 

EXTRA SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED! 

A bit of good 

news: our ac-

countant said 

we had enough 

earnings to give 

another $1,000 

scholarship. 

Congratulations 

to Chloe Bernal 

of Sarasota, 
CHLOE BERNAL 

I SAW B.J. KISSING THE 
GRINCH! 

NEW FRIENDS—Yvonne Sewell takes 
Mike Sawyer’s “roommate” for a spin  



BRONZE ($100.00)  

Jim Aldal  

Mick Aleno (DEC)  

Mike Andrews 

Frank (DEC) & Carol Atkinson  

Harvey & Beth Barash  

Robert “Bob” Barber  

Bo & Margaret Bowers  

Ed (DEC) & Nancy Bulger  

Paul & Katy Carpenella  

Pat & Kit Caruso  

Robert & Phyllis Chillcott  

Steve Churchwell  

Kat Collins  

Douglas Conlin  

Tom & Joanie Cramer  

Eric Crews  

Donald Crisp  

Bianca Deal  

Romeo Delapaz  

John Delia 

Al Dorsett  

Willie Douglass  

Bob Dytkowski  

Patsy Edmondson  

Mel Fickas  

Martin Fischer  

Scott Gabrielson  

Bill Granby (Dec)  

Fred Heinemann  

Alan Hancock (DEC) 

Emily Hancock  

Susan Hatcher  

Joan Hazelett  

Fred Hoffmeier  

Mike & Heather Holliday  

Cheryl Hyman  

Marcia Jacobs (DEC)  

Bonnie Miller Krone  

Vincent Lentini  

Santa Lelchuk  

Scott and Stacy Link  

Bill Mills (DEC)  

David Mitchell  

Diane Neralic 

Ken & Lucy Novak  

Jim (DEC) & Dauph Poe  

John & Deb Price  

Region 9 FL Senate  

Arthur Riddlesworth  

Lonnie & Madeline Robinson  

Phill Rodgers  

Melvin Routt (DEC)  

Mike Sawyer  

Irene Shanley  

David Smith (DEC)  

Dee Stone  

Merek Sutherland  

Skyla Sutherland  

Johnny & Brenda Swank 

Karen Thomson  

Jim Warren  

Alton Weekley 

 

 SILVER ($500.00)  

Larry Ackerman (DEC)  

Rick Anglickis  

Randy Avon  

Peter Bakos  

Warren & Cathy Brown  

John & Martha Childs  

Ken Clements  

Mark Harrow  

Marilyn Hattaway 

Higginbotham Companies, Inc.  

Terry Jones  

Kathy Kampman  

Charlie Koon (DEC.) & Lori Koon  

Ken (DEC) & Sharon Miller  

Deborah Moore  

Andrew Moos  

Kim Newlin  

Ed Olowin, Jr.  

Willie and Janet Orr  

Victor & Shirley Regan  

Doyle Sewell  

Brian Stamler 

Larry Tomsic  

Marty Wase  

John Whitmore Memorial  

GOLD ($1,000)  

Barry (DEC) & Dee Dee Batterman  

Aubrey “Fossil” Covington (DEC) 

Bill & BJ Craft  

Don Ebbitt  

C. Richard Harrow Mem.  

Hospitality Sales Solution, Inc.  

Bill Hossman  

Kelly Koch  

Larry Lipsey (DEC) 

Alex Morton  

Yvonne Sewell  

Dawne Sutherland  

Randy Windham  

 

PLATINUM ($2,500)  

Mark & Cindy Brandel  

Paul Chesler  

Cecil Deal  

Jay Edmondson  

Kay Elliott 

Florida Jaycee Gator Corps  

Florida JCI Senate  

Mike & Marsha Phillips  

Rob & Marge Saunders  

Hal Williams  

 

DIAMOND ($5,000)  

Jaci Newmark  

 

DOUBLE DIAMOND ($6,000)  

Ron Whitmore  

 

TRIPLE DIAMOND ($7,500)  

Stephen Sutherland  

 

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS 
($20,000)  

C. Richard Harrow  

Cactus Jack Sewell Memorial  

Doug White Memorial  

Lakeland Jaycees  

Florida Jaycees/Florida Jayceettes 

FLORIDA JCI SENATE FOUNDATION 
A 501(c)(3) CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION 

LEVELS OF GIVING  

As of January 1, 2022 



“GRINCHMAS” FASHIONS  
TAMPA—NOV. 6, 2021 

DON’T MESS WITH MIKE... ...LOOKS LIKE DEB        
ALREADY DID 

‘NUFF SAID, JACK 

LIGHT ‘EM UP...  

...OOPS!  JACI’S A GRINCH AND 
SHE BROUGHT MAX (AKA KEITH) 

...BELIEVE IT! 

SO SAYS KELLY... NATIONAL PRESIDENT MIKE AND JAY-
CEE FRIENDS DANIELLE AND MINDY. 

LYNN WHALEN, 
CONSERVATIVE... 

….DON & DEE, NOT SO MUCH 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
NAUGHTY, TOM? 

NOBODY OUT-FASHIONS THE CLAUSES 



Wreaths Across America Update 

Our Florida Senators provided 57 paid wreaths to 

our cemeteries that we support. We earned 63 free 

wreaths for placement.   Thank you to Senators 

Marsha Phillips and Jaci Newmark for organizing 

the volunteers for Bushnell and South Florida. 

Thanks to our former PET PROJECT CHAIRMAN,Kat 

Collins for getting the project going for us. 

We appreciate the challenges that the Bushnell 

folks went through to get there and to those of you 

who had to deal with the unwelcome 

changes at one of the sites. The loca-

tion coordinator for Bushnell vows 

they will get things back on track. The 

South Florida group were lucky this 

year as we had the West Palm Beach 

Boy Scouts help. 

A few Senators visited a cemetery in Ellenton to 

place wreaths. Hopefully, we can add that. In the 

next few weeks we must decide if we want to renew 

our support of WREATHS.  

Please let your Senate Board know what you think. 

Thanks for allowing me to assist in this project. 

 Peggy Kirby Sewell #64474 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA  

 PEGGY K IRBY SEWELL #64474  

HONORING A FALLEN JAYCEE—Mark and Cindy 
Brandel, and granddaughter Sydney Mae pause at 
the grave of Air Force veteran Robin Grunwell 
#65146 who passed away from cancer in 2006. 

SOLEMN MOMENT—We saw this Marine Corporal in his 
dress blues salute a fallen comrade in arms after laying a 
wreath at his marker. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS JOIN IN—US JCI Senate Treasurer (and Florida 
JCI Senator) Hal Williams, together with National AVP Susan Hatcher 
of Missouri participated in the project. 



C H A P L A I N ’ S  R E P O R T  

CHERYL  HYMAN #53544    

Happy New Year!   

Let’s pray that this year brings happiness to one 

and all. 

I have been remiss with my Chaplain duties and for-

gotten to thank Scott Jacobs #58599 for creating 

and submitting the Empty Chair articles, you’ve seen 

done for Florida in all of the national and Florida 

communications.  I greatly appreciate this and want 

to publicly thank him for his hard work.* 

Unfortunately, we have had many sad occasions in 

our Senate family recently: 

• Donald Skole #7735 has passed away, prayers for 

his family. 

• David McCarthy #2461 has passed away, prayers 

for his family. 

• James Terryl “T. Bubba” Bechtol Sr. #23081 

passed away.  The Grand Ole Opry won’t be the 

same without his sense of humor. 

• David Todd #26840 has passed away, prayers for 

his family. 

• Terry Jenkins #49803 has passed away, prayers 

for his family. 

• The mother of Kathy Pumphrey #57287 passed 

away January 5, prayers for her family. 

• The mother of Lucy Novak and mother in-law of 

Ken Novak #34507 passed away.  Prayers for the 

family. 

 Past President Bob Dytkowski #18263 is having 

surgery and we hope for a good outcome and that 

the medical team does great work. 

 Martha Hofmann #49686 is having medical is-

sues and we are hoping she can get the proce-

dure she needs to be better. 

 Mark Harrow #57862 & LM 107 is out of the hos-

pital and recovering from his illness. 

 Valerie Holt, wife of Mark Holt #64033 is recover-

ing from her illness. 

 Lynn Burnett Whalen # 44712  granddaughter 

Brittany has been in and out of the hospital and 

we wish her the best. 

 Bianca #77182 and Cecil #36627 Deal’s daughter 

is out of the hospital and recovering. 

 There is some good news, the Florida Senate 

helped at least three sites in laying Wreaths 

Across America.  This is a very good way to honor 

our veterans.  If you get the chance to help next 

year, please do.  The site I helped with had a pro-

gram and specifically honored a World War II 

Veteran that was 100 years old.   

If I have missed anything I truly apologize. 

“We will open the book.  Its pages are blank.  We are 

going to put works on them ourselves.  The book is 

called “Opportunity” and it’s first chapter is New 

Years Day.”—Edith Lovejoy Pierce.  

  Cheryl Hyman #53544 

  Florida State JCI Chaplain 

 

*-The Empty Chair articles may be found on succeeding pages. 

RENDERING HONORS TO THE 

COLORS--The daily “Flag Retreat” 

at Disney World is a colorful and 

moving tradition.  Disney honors 

one veteran each day at 5:00 PM 

when the flag is lowered.  Last 

year, during his visit to the park, 

one of our own, US Army veteran 

Cecil Deal #36627 (shown sa-

luting the colors) was the hon-

oree.  Thank you, Cecil, and all 

our veterans for your service. 

F L O R I D A  J C I  S E N A T O R  R E C O G N I Z E D   

A T  D I S N E Y  W O R L D ’ S  F L A G  R E T R E A T  



 The Empty Chair 

J. TERRYL “BUBBA” BECHTOL 

#23081, Life Member #60 

The Florida JCI Senate and former 

Jaycees throughout the country 

mourn the sudden passing of U.S. 

Jaycees National President J. Terryl 

“Bubba” Bechtol, who left us De-

cember 18th at the age of 76.   

Bechtol, parlayed his Jaycee success story into a 

prominent career as a Standup Comedian, playing 

packed houses across the country (including a recur-

ring spot at the Grand Ole Opry).  He also wrote 

speeches for President Ronald Reagan, and was him-

self, a highly successful motivational speaker. 

Bechtol moved to Florida In 1969, and not long af-

terward, began a life-long love affair with the Jay-

cees.  He started by joining the Escambia Bay Jay-

cees, and rose through the ranks, serving as Chapter 

President, District Vice President, and ultimately as 

the Florida Jaycees’ 53rd President.  His successes 

at the helm of the state organization led him to seek 

office on the National Level, and would be elected as 

the U.S. Jaycees President in 1980.  He would then 

go on to serve on the JCI’s International Board of 

Directors. 

Larger than life, it seems like there was nothing 

Bechtol could not do, let alone do with an incredible 

amount of success. 

 

TERRANCE “TERRY” JENKINS 

#49803, Leesburg 

Terry Jenkins, AKA TJ, AKA Reverend T, 

was an important cog in The Leesburg 

Jaycee Machine. He rolled up his sleeves for every 

project. He also attended many of the state and na-

tional events. One in particular where he had pizzas 

delivered to the Saturday night dinner.  

One of his biggest contributions to the Leesburg 

Chapter was when he introduced Reverend T. When 

Leesburg seemed to have lost its luster, TJ came to 

a meeting as Reverend T. His Revival-Like persona 

boosted the chapter. It gave Leesburg new life, 

which carried over many years. TJ was a Past Presi-

dent and Senator. 

Terry was the father of a daughter, Kelly, and a son, 

Nick. TJ was an avid sailor and tinkerer. He will be 

missed by all who crossed his path. 

DAVID TODD #36840, Life Member #67, Keystone 

Heights 

Past Keystone Heights Jaycee 

President David Lee Todd, Sen 

#36840, passed away on Dec. 6th. 

Todd owned and operated Napa 

Auto Parts in Keystone Heights 

for many years prior to his retir-

ing. He was an avid car and rac-

ing enthusiast; he loved entertaining his family and 

friends every opportunity he had and mentoring 

others. He was a founding member of the Keystone 

Heights Jaycees, and served as one of two Charter 

Presidents. Always looking for a way to serve his 

community, he was also an active member of local 

chapters of the Lions, Rotary, & AmVets. Todd is 

survived by his wife of 43 years, Dana, CW #132, 

and three generations of loving family members – 

both two-legged and four. 

I have had the pleasure of working with State Chaplain Cheryl Hossman #53544 on Empty Chair submissions.  Empty 

Chair pays tribute to Senators who have recently passed.  Submissions for late members whose dues were current at the 

time of their passing are also forwarded to National, for publication in Mentors.  In addition to those recognized below is 

longtime member Donald Skole #7735, originally from Massachusetts whose passing came to our attention at deadline.. 

As usual, I would like to thank those who helped with the preparation of these submissions, namely Tim Sennett #42608, 

and Florida JCI Senate Chairman of the Board Dawne Sutherland #68900.  I also want to give a shout out to the Pen-

sacola News Journal, which has been quite supportive of the organization.—Scott Jacobs #58599 



BRANDY’S DREAM 

For those of you who attended October’s Florida 

Bash, you will recall it had a Halloween theme.  

Yvonne Sewell’s daughter, Brandy Highland, who was 

put in charge of the food 

for that event, also created 

the Halloween centerpieces 

in the hospitality room.   

Senators were invited to bid on two of the center-

pieces to raise money for finding a cure for asthma, 

a cause close to Brandy’s heart.  For it was asthma 

that took the life of Brandy’s teenaged daughter, 

Remonda who died three months shy of her 14th 

birthday.    

A half dozen senators stepped up to donate to the 

Florida JCI Senate Foundation in Remonda’s name.   

It is Brandy’s dream that, one 

day, enough funds can be 

raised to offer a scholarship 

in Remonda’s name to a 

deserving high school sen-

ior who plans to go into the 

medical/research field.  She 

wears her dream on her 

sleeve...her arm actually, 

which is tattooed with re-

minders of Remonda. 

 A Facebook page has been 

established.  Those interested 

in learning more can visit:     

https://www.facebook.com/scholarshipforremondahighfield/ 

TWO OF THE HANDMADE CENTERPIECES AT THE OCTOBER BASH 
BRANDY HIGHLAND 

2nd QUARTER MEETING   
(part 2)  TAMPA—NOV. 4-6, 2021 

UNIQUE CENTERPIECE—Featured Grinch 
bottle and a menorah.  There was also candy 
and a couple of dreidels. 

FLORIDA HOSPITALITY—National President 
Mike leads the chow line. 

AIN’T SHE CUTE—Debra Jeanne 
mugs for the camera as she 
works on her First Timers materi-
al. 

LOOK BEHIND YOU, CINDY —
The Grinch appears to be 
auditing our treasurer. 

GETTING READY FOR 
“GRINCHMAS”—The 
elves make prepara-
tions to unleash the 
hilarious gift ex-
change. 

https://www.facebook.com/scholarshipforremondahighfield/


UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 

 

Jan 20-23  US JCI Senate Winter Board Meeting, Melbourne, FL 

   Registration link:  US-JCI-Senate-2022-Winter-Board-Registration-Form-2.pdf (fljcisenate.org)  

Feb. 18-20  Florida JCI Senate 3rd Qtr. Meeting, Maitland 

   Registration link:  3rd-Quarter-Maitland-.pdf (fljcisenate.org)  

Feb. 24-27  USJCI Senate Region VII “Mini-National,” Pigeon Forge, TN 

   Registration link:  2538 (usjcisenate.org)  

Mar. 18-20  USJCI Senate Region V “Spring Fling,” Indianapolis, IN 

   Registration link:  Microsoft Word - 2022 March Spring Fling registration form.doc (usjcisenate.org)  

Mar. 24-27  Carolina Calabash Bash & Region IV Election Meeting, Myrtle Beach, SC 

   Registration link:  2553 (usjcisenate.org)  

Mar. 31-Apr. 1 USJCI Senate Regions II & III “MAI,” Harrisburg, PA 

   Registration link:   2474 (usjcisenate.org)    

June 27– Jul. 1 US JCI Senate National Convention & 50th Anniversary Celebration, 

   Louisville, KY   

   Registration link:  2473 (usjcisenate.org)  

I’m happy to receive your photos or other submis-

sions that will help this newsletter be more in-

formative and entertaining for our members.  

Email me at:   fljcinewsletter@aol.com JOHN PRICE #36383 
Chambers Editor 

https://www.fljcisenate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/US-JCI-Senate-2022-Winter-Board-Registration-Form-2.pdf
https://www.fljcisenate.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/3rd-Quarter-Maitland-.pdf
http://usjcisenate.org/registration-forms/region-vii-mini-national-2-24-22/viewdocument/2538
http://usjcisenate.org/registration-forms/region-v-spring-fling-3-18-22/viewdocument/2388
http://usjcisenate.org/registration-forms/region-iv-spring-meeting-march-2022/viewdocument/2553
http://usjcisenate.org/registration-forms/region-ii-iii-mai-meeting-3-31-22/viewdocument/2474
http://usjcisenate.org/registration-forms/2021-2022-national-yearend-meeting-louisville/viewdocument/2473
mailto:fljcinewsletter@aol.com

